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DIARY DATES
Monday 21st September –
Friday 9th October
Gillies Street / Keilor Road
intersection closed to vehicular
traffic, see page 15 for details
Monday 5th October
Start of Term Four
• Remote learning to continue
during Week One (5th – 9th
October)
• Onsite supervision provided
for children of essential
workers during Week One (5th
– 9th October)
Wednesday 7th October 8pm
Steve Biddulph
Raising Boys Parent Session
Monday 12th October
• Foundation, Year One and
Year Two return to onsite
learning
• Remote and flexible learning
to continue for Years Three –
Six, with onsite supervision
provided for children of
essential workers
Wednesday 14th October 8pm
Steve Biddulph
Raising Girls Parent Session
Every Friday 2:30pm
WebEx school assembly
Meeting number: 780 637 920
Password: ENPS

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS!

SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT
Hello everybody, Thomas and Abbey here. Finally it’s the last week of term! Even though we’ll still be stuck at home at least we
finally get a break.
We hope that everybody has had a great term in lockdown and remote learning but now we can readjust, get ready for Term Four
and hopefully be back at school. This term has been a lot but we did it and got through it and now we finally get holidays (yay!).
Remote learning might be different next term, especially for us in Year Six because we have our exhibition coming up and our
electives for graduation! We’re so excited to see what’s to come and what our teachers have planned for us in our last term of Year
Six and of primary school.
We were very lucky to still be able to be leaders for the school from home and we hope to do much more next term. We hope
everyone has a great school holidays!

SCHOOL COUNCIL
Greetings from School Council,
I’m sure that you’ll agree we’ve had it up to “pussie’s bow” with this remote learning. I can speak for all of the teachers when I say
we are so looking forward to teaching face to face again which looks like it will happen in Week Two next term for Foundation, Year
One and Year Two, and hopefully not long after that for Years Three to Six. The teachers have continued to work tirelessly in order
to produce quality lessons in the challenging circumstances that we have been dealt. They are all looking forward to a break over
the holidays in order to recharge their batteries for hopefully a more normal looking sort of Term Four.
On the School Council front, we have been actively assisting the planning for events in Term Four such as Book Week,
Grandparents’ Day, End of Year Picnic and F-3 Athletics Day, while at the same time knowing some of these may still be affected
by COVID-19 restrictions. We’ll keep our fingers crossed that we can achieve all of these.
Lastly, our centenary week was a terrific success even though we needed to organise it remotely. A big thank you to all of those
involved in the variety of celebratory activities.
Keep well,
Craig Mather
PE teacher and School Council member

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Well, what a term it has been! And what a tremendous week it was just past, celebrating our school’s centenary. Thank you so
incredibly much for getting involved and joining in the range of activities and celebrations, even if it was a virtual centenary and even
if the Australia Post delays let us down by not delivering our special letters, party hats and balloons on time.
There was so much that we had intended to do this year that hasn’t eventuated, however to still be able to have a wonderful week
of fun and to bring our community together was great. We were disappointed of course that we couldn’t bring past students, staff
and families back together, yet we were still able to use our social media platforms to share. If you haven’t joined our ENPS
Facebook or Instagram pages, then please do.
Term Four Update
As I have communicated earlier this week, arrangements for Term Four are now more known and planned for, given the Victorian
Government and Department of Education announcements. Please refer to my Compass post for very important information for all
ENPS families regarding:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Week One - Continued Remote Learning
Onsite Supervision
Year Three – Six Student Resource Collection
Week Two - Foundation to Year Two return to school
Staggered pick up and drop off arrangements - Foundation to Year Two
Morning Drop Off Procedures
Afternoon Pick Up Procedures
Term Four Learning and Teaching Requirements
Student Reporting Requirements
Term Four Attendance
Extended Student Absence During Onsite Learning Provision
Camps and Excursions
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE CONTINUED
•
•
•
•

Transitions – 2021 Foundation and Year Seven
End of Year Events and Gatherings
Face Coverings in Schools
Other Hygiene Measures

We appreciate that this is a lot of information and we will provide reminders and further updates as they come through. It is
important to us that we provide our community with clear and transparent communication and hope that this correspondence helps
keep you feeling informed, knowledgeable and confident in our practices as a school.
Staffing
As outlined in the last newsletter, we do have a number of staffing changes for the term ahead. However, with new
announcements and significant impacts of continued remote learning, particularly for our older students, further developments
have been necessary.
Emily Gosden will begin her family leave in the first week of the new term and we have now been able to confirm that Lucy Lapira
will be replacing Emily for the rest of the year. As a result, Sandra Smart will now take Foundation and Year One Cultural and
Language Studies in Term Four as Lucy’s replacement. Sandra will continue in her EAL role along with Cultural and Language
Studies.
Connor Smith will now remain out of the classroom for Term Four and continue his focus on supporting student welfare and
wellbeing in his Acting Assistant Principal role. Mori Milholland will now remain fulltime in 6CS. Connor will continue to work with
the Year Six team and students.
Subsequently, and with continued remote learning for Year Four, Angela Collins will now remain in 4CB fulltime at this stage.
We have a new staff member joining the team in Term Four. Maddie Colquhoun will join our staff team for onsite supervision for
Years Three to Six, and also begin transitioning into Year Five throughout the term in preparation for the return to onsite learning.
Alice Stephens and Sue Elsbury will continue on in 5AS for the beginning of Term Four to support and provide continuity for 5AS
with remote learning. We are excited to have Maddie join ENPS and in particular, the Year Five team.
Craig Mather will therefore continue taking PE for all year levels, onsite for Foundation to Year Two and online for Years Three to
Six.
We acknowledge that changes to any class are not ideal and we have made decisions to best support our students as best we
can. We appreciate the flexibility of our staff as everyone works together and navigates these complex times.
Steve Biddulph - Parent Workshops in Term Four
Bookings are well in place for Steve’s sessions for our two online evening presentations; Raising Boys on Wednesday 7th October
and Raising Girls on Wednesday 14th October. We are so excited to have internationally acclaimed author and family psychologist,
Steve Biddulph, work with our families again at ENPS. Bookings are also now open to the wider public.
As a part of our parent education commitment, we will be subsiding our ENPS families to attend. See the fliers on page 16 for
booking details.
2021 Planning
It is hard to believe but it is also the time of the year that we begin planning for the next year ahead! We ask that if you and your
family are planning on leaving ENPS at the end of 2020, please let the school office know as soon as you are in a position to do
so. (This excludes Year Six students.)

Before signing off for the term, I take the opportunity to congratulate you all; students, parents and our staff on a remarkable term
and on our individual and collective capacity to navigate our way through such a complex and challenging time. I am so incredibly
proud of what we have achieved together with our remote and flexible learning, how we have maintained our strong sense of
community and connection to each other, and how we have supported each other through really difficult times. Never have I been
challenged so much as a Principal or as a parent. Never has my house been in such a state as a home, a classroom and an office,
and never did I think I would be challenged so much by having to teach my own child. Never have I looked forward to school
holidays more. And yet, never have I also been so grateful for this time with my family and our health, and never have I been so
proud to be a part of our ENPS community and to be the Principal of our amazing school.
Thank you all again for your ongoing support. It really means the world to us; to me. Please stay safe and look out for each other in
our community. Have (more) time with your families over the holidays, but without the pressures of learning from home. Stay healthy
and happy. Term Four will be another adventure and we will do it all together, whatever comes our way.

Kate Barletta
Principal
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COUNCIL OF INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS (CIS)
At Essendon North Primary School we are currently preparing for our upcoming
evaluation visit, due to be conducted in March 2021. A key component of the evaluation
process is the school’s self-study. Historically, this survey data has been utilised in a
variety of purposeful ways and created real change for our community.
Our last CIS Survey provided opportunities to:
• review school wide approaches to student wellbeing and welfare
• develop consistent Guiding Statements to influence decision making
• refine our communication of student learning and growth
• identify the needs of our English as Additional Language (EAL) Learners
• improve our access to Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) and our approach to digital citizenship
• refine our collective definition of International Mindedness and Global Citizenship
• support our Child Safety Practices and documentation of inclusive practices
• and much more!
As a school we value the perspectives of all stakeholders and would appreciate your support to complete the community survey.
The survey will take approximately 10 minutes to complete. You should complete one survey per child enrolled at ENPS. We hope
you can spare some time to support the school in our desire to collaboratively improve. The survey will be available for the next two
weeks and we require a 90% completion rate to provide a comprehensive overview of family perspectives. Each survey response
goes into the draw to win a prize!
To access the survey, please click on this link. If you have any questions or need support, please contact the office.

Thank you very much for completing the survey.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT – TERM FOUR EVENTS
Planning for Term Four events is currently underway. We will continue to hold events online
for families and will hold in-school events for students once we are back on site.
The Community Engagement Committee are excited to offer further opportunities for our
community to build connections with one another through our upcoming events:
Book Week 17th – 23rd October (Week Three)
We encourage all students to participate in our annual Book Week Dress Up on Friday 23rd
October. There will be a range of learning experiences within our program to celebrate Book
Week. We will provide an update next term on whether the Book Fair will take place this
year through an online order system.
Grandparents / Elders Appreciation Day Friday 30th October (Week Four)
To show our appreciation for grandparents and elders in our community, our staff, students
and families will plan tokens of appreciation to be sent to grandparents and elders, including
those in aged care facilities within our local area. Now more than ever, it is important that we
express our appreciation of the significant role our elders play in the lives of not only our
students, but everyone in our community. Further information about this event will be
communicated next term.
We currently await further advice from the Department of Education regarding other end of year celebrations. We will communicate
plans for further events next term.

Stay Connected - ENPS Instagram, Facebook Page and Group
For the socially savvy, make sure you follow us on the Essendon North Primary School Instagram
Page and like the Essendon North Primary School Facebook page. These pages will be used to
promote the wonderful things are school does.
There is also the Essendon North Primary School Centenary Reunion Facebook group connecting
past students and staff, as well as sharing stories and memories from the past.
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OFFICE NEWS
During these uncertain times we are following Department of Education guidelines and we thank you for your time and patience in
this matter, we know it will be difficult for everyone. Please contact the school office on 9379 3979 or via
email essendon.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au should you have any queries.
VISITORS ON-SITE AT ESSENDON NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
There will not be more than 3 people (visitors) in the school’s office at any given time. You may be asked to wait outside until we
have ample space in our office for you to enter. When entering the office you will be asked to maintain the 1.5m distance and use
the hand sanitiser provided. A face mask must be worn by anyone entering the school.
•
•

Visitors to Essendon North Primary School’s grounds will be limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services
and operations (e.g. student health and wellbeing services, specialist curriculum programs, maintenance workers).
Given the current circumstances parents will only be able to enter the school grounds when essential to do so. Please contact
the school by phone or email as required.

STUDENT ABSENCES AT ALL TIMES INCLUDING REMOTE LEARNING
If you have received an absentee letter and would like to amend your child’s absence on the form, we kindly ask parents/careers
to please sign the form and email either a photo or scanned copy of it to essendon.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au as soon as
possible, and the office will amend your child’s form accordingly. If you have any concerns please do not hesitate to call the office.
Schools are requested by the Department of Education to upload attendance/absence data on a daily basis, and the data is
provided to the Department of Education. It is important that if your child is not attending school that you enter this into Compass
the day before or even on the morning of the student’s absence. Your child’s class room teacher marks the roll in the morning and
afternoon daily. If you have any concerns you can email your child’s teacher directly via Compass. Please be aware that if you do
not enter your child’s absence on Compass your child’s teacher will mark the student as unexplained and you will need to update
this soon as possible. Please call the office if you have any concerns or require assistance.
This is applicable for all students from Foundation to Year Six.
Please see the step-by-step instructions on page thirteen on how to enter an absence in Compass. If you are unclear on how to
complete this please call the office and we will talk you through this process. It is the parent/carer’s responsibility to enter your
child/ren’s absence on Compass (not the teacher or the office).

STUDENTS LEAVING AT YEAR’S END
We ask that if you and your family are planning on leaving ENPS at the end of 2020, please let the school office know as soon as
you are in a position to do so (this excludes Year Six students).
FIRST AID / FAMILY DETAILS
This is a timely reminder for all families to please check that details for your child/ren as shown below are up to date in Compass:
• Medical details
• Home address
• Mobile phone contact numbers
If
you
require
any
changes
made
to
your
child/ren’s
details,
essendon.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au and they will be updated immediately.

please

email

the

school

at

If your family circumstances have changed we would kindly ask for you to contact the school’s office to arrange to update your
child enrolment form so it is reflective of your families circumstances, and that both parents have their own login to Compass. This
is also important as when your child moves from one government school to another over any year level and when they transition
into a government high school, we transfer your child information across to the next Victorian government school.

SUN SMART REMINDER
From September to April, ENPS’ Sun Smart policy is enforced.
Please remember:
•

to apply your sunscreen at the start of each day; and

•

WEAR YOUR HAT.

Remember no hat means restricted play in the shade.
Check labels on clothing for UV protection - SUN PROTECTIVE CLOTHING and long
sleeves are another way to care for your skin.
Check the daily UV index by downloading the SunSmart app.
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CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
Thank you to all our wonderful families for getting into the party spirit last
week to celebrate Essendon North Primary School’s centenary!
Coming together as a school community for the various activities
throughout the week including Year Level Trivia, Mr Mather’s Games of
Yesteryear, Year Level activities, family time capsule tasks, and of course
our special centenary assembly and dress up ensured our school’s
incredible milestone was a fun and memorable event.
Thank you to all the students, staff and families who worked together to
make our centenary celebrations a success!

Congratulations to all the winning teams of our Family Trivia
Afternoons! Your prize has been sent to you in the post.
Foundation
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Varcoe Family (Elsie FET)
Adam Family (Oliver 1AW)
Polson Family (Gianne 2SW)
Shah Family (Jordan 3BN)
Milic Family (Leo 4SG)
Kryskow Family (Kirk 5BL)
Hargreaves Family (Zack 6EG)

If you were unable to join in on the day or would like to play
the games again, follow the links below to each Kahoot trivia
game. You can play as many times as you like against family
members and friends.
Foundation and Year 1 Kahoot Game
Game PIN: 07992197
Year 2 Kahoot Game
Game PIN: 0147388
Year 3 and Year 4 Kahoot Game
Game PIN: 06110625
Year 5 and Year 6 Kahoot Game
Game PIN: 06607755

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS CONTINUED

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS CONTINUED

ES JOKE OF THE WEEK

They say laughter is the best medicine! Our
Education Support (ES) are our amazing
integration, office, ICT, grounds and library staff.
In this section, one ES team member shares a
joke to bring a smile to your dial…
Knock-knock.
Who's there?
Lettuce.
Lettuce who?
Lettuce in and you'll find out.
– Karen Kermonde

SPOONVILLE GROWS!
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FOUNDATION – UNIT OF INQUIRY
To complete this term’s Sharing the Planet inquiry, Foundation students embarked on a personal
inquiry. Each student applied their learning about our central idea ‘Living things need energy to
survive’ to a living thing of their choice. They were brave, bold and connected learners by sharing
their inquiries on the class blog, where they could view others’ learning and leave positive comments.
We are so proud of our knowledgeable and curious learners, all of their inquiries were outstanding!

FOUNDATION – UNIT OF INQUIRY CONTINUED

%

YEAR FOUR – POETRY
Hi ENPS Community,
For the past three weeks we have been learning the ins and outs
of poetry. In this unit we have learned how to write different
forms of poetry and their structure. We have learnt heaps of
different forms of poetry including:
• Diamanté
• Haiku
• Concrete poems
• Rhyming poems
• Narrative poems and many more.
We have learnt different poetic techniques that poets use in their
writing. We have learnt about stanzas, similes, metaphors,
imagery, personification, couplets and more! We have
experimented with using these poetic techniques in our writing.
We did face some challenges along the way though. Sometimes
it was hard to find the perfect rhyming word and stick to the right
structure! Even coming up with ideas can be challenging. We
followed the writing process to come up with ideas, draft our
poems and then revised, edited and published our finish pieces.

Michaela, 4SG

Please click here to read some examples of the poetry we have
created – we hope you enjoy reading them!
- Zena and Sara, 4SG
Finlay, 4JS

VISUAL ARTS – YEARS FIVE AND SIX PHOTOGRAPHY
Last week, the students in Years Five and Six
tried their hand at both Toy Photography and
Forced Perception Photography.
We think they have done an amazing job!! Why
not try photography for yourself??
Zara, 5LE

Rosa, 6JK

Safiya, 5BL

Phoi, 5LE

Cooper, 6JK

Ethan, 6JK

Mia, 5LE

Kirk, 5BL
Zara, 5LE

Bella, 6CU

Mia, 5LE

Julian, 5LE
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MANDARIN NEWS
This week, Year Two concluded their
‘Family’ unit with a Jia Ting Ge (Family
Song) in Chinese. Lisa sang the song
beautifully with gestures.

Year Three concluded their ‘Vegetables and Health’ unit by making/drawing
Shu Cai Sha La (vegetable salad). Students introduced their chosen vegetables
in Chinese and explained the health benefits as well.

Atticus, 3MP

Lily, 3MP
Kyle, 3MS

Lisa, 2CM
Hamish, 3BN

Elliott, 3MP
Nicholas, 3KG
Rithanyaa, 3MP
Tate, 3MP

Chelsea, 3MS

Emma, 3MS

Shana, 3MP

Dilmi, 3KG

Trevor, 3KG

Aran, 3BN

Daniel, 3KG

Also this week, Year Four concluded their ‘Interests and Hobbies’ unit by using their favourite characters to create a
conversation about asking and responding to interests/hobbies in Chinese.
Liam, 4CB

Thenumi, 4EG
Genevieve, 4CB
Alec, 4MG

Lily, 4MG

Jamesen, 4SG

Amelia, 4EG
Liliana, 4CB
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COMPASS SCHOOL MANAGER
How do I join Compass School Manager?
To access the Compass Parent Portal please visit and bookmark the following website:

https://enps-vic.compass.education
Compass is a web-based application that is accessible on any modern web browser (Firefox, Chrome,
Safari, Internet Explorer).
If you have an iOS or Android device, we highly recommend downloading the Compass App. Simply search for ‘Compass School
Manager’ in the Apple App Store or the Google Play Store or click the links on this page to download it to your device.

To access the Compass Parent Portal visit the website or open the app on your mobile device.
If you are using a web browser, you will be presented with log in page (left), which will ask for
your login information.
Every family has received a unique login to access Compass, if you have not received this
information please contact the office. Your username will likely be the first three characters of
your surname followed by four numbers.

COMPASS LOGGING A STUDENT ABSENCE
How do I log my child’s absence?
If you have a holiday coming up, or just want to log one day for medical reasons, we’ll show you how to enter an absence using
your device.
STEP 1: Log into Compass. On your home page, select your child.
STEP 2: Choose the third option on the top bar – “Approvals”.
STEP 3: Choose the big + plus button on the bottom right.
STEP 4: Complete details for your child’s
absence – Reason; Comments; select
Dates and then press “Add Approval”.

If you have any questions, please contact the school office on 9379 3979.
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SCHOOL REPORTS – PRINT OR DOWNLOAD FROM COMPASS
When your child finishes their schooling at Essendon North Primary School, parent access to student records, particularly school
reports, will end.
We recommend downloading, printing or saving your child’s reports on an ongoing basis.
With our Year Six students soon to complete their schooling, now is a good time to start downloading your child’s reports.

STEP 1: On your home page, select
the “View Academic Reports”
beneath the child you would like to
look at.

STEP 2: The search will bring up all
of the reports uploaded to your
child’s record.
Select the file you would like to
download.

STEP 3: Using the download arrow, either open (print and/or save) or
save the downloaded PDF document.
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GILLIES STREET / KEILOR
ROAD CLOSURE
!
It is anticipated that Gillies Street at the intersection
of Keilor Road will be closed to vehicular traffic from
Monday 21st September to Friday 9th October
between 6:00am – 6:00pm. A detour route will be
in place during this time.

Moonee Valley City Council will be undertaking
removal of the existing road hump and construction
of a raised pedestrian crossing adjacent to our
school and No. 4 Gillies Street, and an extension to
our drop off / pick up zone.
Please contact Moonee Valley City Council on 9243
8888 if you have any queries regarding these
works.

PLEASE DON’T FEED THE
DUCKS!!

Don’t forget that amazing posters created by our
Year Three and Four students are currently on
display at Woodlands Park! These posters
inform the community of the damage that can be
caused, unwittingly, by people who feed the
ducks.
Moonee Valley City Council is rotating the
posters every few weeks, so be sure to check
them out on your next walk.
Well done again to our students for taking action
and creating posters to instigate change in the
community!

ISSUE #14 PAGE 15

GETTING TO AND FROM SCHOOL SAFELY
With our scheduled staged return to school next term, now is the perfect
time to revisit your family plan for getting to and from school safely, in line
with our Term Four Information and Arrangements as communicated on
Compass.
Moonee Valley City Council has a number of resources available for the
different stages of road safety learning. Please see their website for lots of
useful information on how to get to and from school. This webpage will
soon include new online maps for schools containing outlined walking &
cycling routes, park and walk locations, school crossing locations and pick
up & drop off zone locations.
Where possible, please walk to school (or park close by and walk).
If using the ‘kiss and drop’ area by car, we request that:
• you move to the furthest point of drop off to ensure traffic flow.
• no cars are to park and we ask that drivers remain in their car where
possible please.
• at morning drop off, your child can have their bag in the car with them and hop out once you have stopped.
• for afternoon pick up, please tell your child that you will be using the kiss and drop collection and advise your child’s home
group teacher so that they can arrange your child to be located in the kiss and drop location closest to their home group pick
up point.
We request that parents please refrain from lining the footpaths directly outside of school and where possible wait at the corners or
on the opposite side of the road to the school.
Please check the Term Four Information and Arrangements communicated on Compass for more detailed information.

RAISING BOYS an evening with Steve Biddulph ONLINE
Wednesday October 7th at 8pm
Watch Steve’s world famous talk – filmed before the virus arrived, with a live audience, its like being in the front
row!

Covering boys of ALL AGES. How to raise sons who are kind, confident and safe. Boys and school. The importance
of dads. What single mums can do. Testosterone. The three stages of boyhood. Boys and housework. This lifechanging seminar is unforgettably moving and funny too.
Steve Biddulph’s books are in an incredible four million homes. A psychologist for over 30 years, he became one of
the world’s best loved parent educators.
BOOKINGS ON THIS LINK:
https://www.trybooking.com/BLINQ
Tickets - $8.00 per household for Essendon North PS families, $16.00 for the wider community.

RAISING GIRLS an evening with Steve Biddulph ONLINE
Wednesday October 14th at 8pm
Watch Steve’s world famous talk – filmed before the virus arrived, with a live audience, its like being in the front
row!
Covering girls of ALL AGES, this talk will help you raise your daughter to be wise, warm and strong. The five stages
of girlhood. The importance of dads. The special role of aunties. How to avoid her growing up too fast. Hear about
families who helped their daughters change direction and regain their lives. This life-changing seminar is
unforgettably moving and funny too.
Steve Biddulph’s books are in an incredible four million homes. A psychologist for over 30 years, he became one of
the world’s best loved parent educators.
BOOKINGS ON THIS LINK:
https://www.trybooking.com/BLINZ
Tickets - $8.00 per household for Essendon North PS families, $16.00 for the wider community.

GETTING TO KNOW……

What is your favourite TV show? This changes weekly,
at the moment I am loving The Umbrella Academy.
What is your favourite food? Easy! Burritos with lots
of fried tofu. If you ever get the chance to try out
Brunswick Burrito, do it – it is life changing.
Do you have any pets? Yes! I have a little threelegged cat named Frankenstein here with me in
Melbourne and a 17 year old dog Charlotte living back
in Sydney, and 7 year old GIANT goldfish that couldn’t
make the move with me.
Why did you want to work in education? I love
learning new things and sharing this with others. It is
such an amazing thing to be able to share a joy of
learning and see that same spark of excitement in
the students when they see how excited I am to be
learning and teaching alongside them!

What is your favourite movie? I love the John Wick
series, I could watch them over and over.

You appeared to be busting some tunes at a DJ
mixer in the ENPS Shake it Off video. Are you a DJ?
If yes, is "busting some tunes" correct DJ
terminology? Hahaha, it has been one of the many
hobbies I have dived into during isolation, I like to
think I am – but my partner who knows the ins and
outs of it might disagree. That is definitely the
scientific term for it!
What inspires you? I surround myself with lots of
people that inspire me, so many of my friends are
doing the things that they love at the moment from
making music and art to being amazing nurses,
psychologists and of course teachers. My friends
inspire me, every single day.
Do you have any hobbies? Too many to count at the
moment, aside from becoming a DJ, I adore cooking
and making everything from scratch, and
propagating my plants - isolation has turned my
apartment into a bit of a jungle! I also love dancing!

What has been your personal highlight of working at
ENPS? (question provided by Sharon McWhinney)
That would be taking party in Foundation’s 100 Days
of School last year! I was very lucky to join the
Foundation Team for Term Three and jump in on all
the celebrations!

What are the three things you love most about your
job? Just three things? Tough! Seeing my students
developing their own thoughts and opinions is
incredible, my colleagues – they are SO supportive
and fun, and the fact that I am constantly learning,
not a day goes by where I am not learning
something new!

If you were a plant, what kind of plant would you be
and why? A maiden hair fern, because I can never
settle on what I want or need!

Can you share a joke with us? What do you call a fly
with no wings?! A walk!

What can't you live without? My amazing friends, I am
so lucky to have such an amazing support network
made up of some pretty special people.
What is your favourite type of music? This question
always stumps me! I love all music, I am a big fan of a
lot of hardcore bands , but you can often find me
listening to some rap, disco or hip hop too – it really
depends on my mood. In the classroom we love
listening to some lo-fi hip hop tunes that are so nice
and relaxing!
What are you most proud of? I am pretty proud of the
way that I have handled this wild year! It is my first
year teaching full time and it has definitely been a
challenge and such a learning experience.
Favourite holiday destination? Usually I would say
Vietnam! I love everything about it. Although at the
moment I would love a holiday to Sydney to see my
mum and my friends!

On a rainy day, I like to.... drag a mattress into the
lounge room, order pizza and binge some Netflix!
Who or what makes you laugh the most? My
students’ Fri-yay jokes, for sure! They brighten my
week, I am lucky to be surrounded by 23 comedians
five days a week.
Do you have any special talents that would surprise
us? I can touch my toes, that’s impressive I think.

Does pineapple belong on a pizza? OF COURSE!!!
Any suggestions for coping with lockdown? I have
been hosting lots of trivia nights with my family and
friends interstate which has been great at ensuring I
am still connected. Otherwise, dive into all the
hobbies you have been putting off, I use a lot of my
spare time trying to put down my screens and be
present in the things that I am doing – we don’t have
a lot of time for that kind of stuff amongst our day
to day commitments. Paint, dance, cook, plant
things – no one can come over and say it’s wrong
anyway.

GETTING TO KNOW……

is favourite
your favourite
show?
Grey’s
WhatWhat
is your
TV show?TV
Game
of Thrones.
Anatomy.
What is your favourite food? Pizza.
Do you have any pets? A cat called Josie-Girl.
Do you have any pets? Lots!! Two goldfish, two
What
is one
yourcat
favourite
Pork
from
guinea
pigs,
and onefood?
brand
newBelly
puppy!
the restaurant Red Spice Road.
Why did you want to work in education? To
Why didchildren
you want
to work
in education?
I
encourage
to read
and develop
a lifelong
thought
my
grade
3
teacher,
Miss
Davies,
love of reading.
was just amazing and I loved how she made
Whatlearning
is your fun
favourite
movie?
ET buttoI’m
and made
me want
be also
the a
massive
James
Bond
fan.
best learner I could be. I wanted to grow up
be you
just love
like her.
2002 ENPS?
when I (question
won a
Whattodo
mostIn about
special
teaching
award,
I
called
her
up
to tell
provided by Sharon McWhinney) My wonderful
her
and
thank
her
for
being
my
inspiration.
colleagues and the school community.

Do you have any hobbies? I really enjoy
making time to sew kindness hearts. I’m not
much of a sewer but I make these hearts so I
can give them away as a little token to
Favourite
holiday
destination?
Back
home to the
remind
students,
friends,
or people
generally
(even
people
I don’t
know) that
UK with
a quick
weekend
awayI care.
to Prague or Berlin.
OnDo
a you
rainyhave
day,any
I like
to ..... jump
in puddles with
hobbies?
Photography.
my kids with our gum boots on.
What is the biggest thing you miss about living in
What are the three things you love most
England?
(question
provided
by share
Craig their
Mather) My
about
your job?
1 - When
students
family,
I
miss
them
terribly
but
I
also
(strangely)
learning with me and are so proud of what
miss
the
supermarkets,
especially
TESCO!!
they have achieved. We then call their mum or
dad together to tell them and that is the best
What are the three things you love most about
because they are so proud too! 2 - Standing
yourand
job? watching
Finding the
bookcommunity
that will spark a
back
ourright
school
child’s
love
of
reading
is
incredibly
rewarding,
come together to make something
great as is
readinglike
aloud
children.
I also assemblies,
love being part of
happen;
ourtoWebEx
school
themovie
amazing
ENPS
the
night
lastcommunity.
year or the play space
grant. 3 - Year Six Graduation – so so proud!
On a rainy day, I like to..... read!
Do you have any special talents that would
Who orus?what
surprise
I canmakes
sing. you laugh the most? The
students of ENPS!
What inspires you? Our ENPS staff - they blow
me
how hard
they work
Doaway
you constantly
have any atspecial
talents
that would
and
how creative
and to
innovative
they are.
I and
surprise
us? I used
be a lecturer
in art
am
in awe of what they do every day.
photography.
What makes you laugh the most? Blowing
What threeonthings
would
you need
to survive
raspberries
my kid’s
tummy
- their
belly on a
desert
island
(besides
food
and
water)?
Books,
laughs make me laugh.
books, books!
What three things would you need to survive
pineapple
on afood
pizza?
onDoes
a desert
islandbelong
(besides
andYes.
water)?
My kids; Bella and Ryder, and my husband,
Any–suggestions
forI coping
Rob
they are all
need….with
But lockdown?
chocolate,Escape
in the and
pageswine
of a good
coffee
wouldbook.
certainly help me
survive being stuck there with them!

What
favourite
Calamity
Jane.
If you
hadistoyour
choose,
whatmovie?
are your
three favourite
books?
It’swere
verya difficult
to narrow
it down
so I’ll
If you
plant, what
kind of plant
would
choose
three
children’s
and
three
adult;
The
Harry
you be and why? Jasmine – hearty, smells
Potter
Terrible
Plopout by
goodseries,
most ofThe
the year,
spreads
and Ursula
just
Dubosarsky,
Flour
Babies
by
Anne
Fine; The
keeps growing (can be annoying to some!)
Handmaids Tale by Margaret Atwood, High Fidelity
What
can'tand
youWolf
liveHall
without?
MyMantel.
kids… and
by Nick
Hornby
by Hilary
chocolate!
What surprised you the most about Australia once
What
is yourhere?
favourite
of music?
you'd
relocated
I wastype
amazed
at the80s
food
pop
culture here; the amount of cafés and restaurants
was What
a surprise.
are you most proud of? In 2002, I was
awarded
the
Australian
of the Year.
What can't you
live
without? Educator
A cup of tea.
I had to go to Parliament House in Canberra
Whattoisreceive
your favourite
typeand
of music?
I love
my award
my prize
wasmusic
to
so my
taste NASA
is veryin
varied
love indie
attend
the but
USAI especially
to do astronaut
rock;training
The Smiths,
Radiohead,
Monkeys
for three
weeks Artic
with all
of the etc.
2020
Educators
of
the
Year
from
around
the
world.
What are you most proud of? My children.
I am most proud because I was nominated
by the parents of my grade five and six
What is the funniest thing that has happened
students at the time, and that meant so
to you recently? I fell over when I was being
much to me.
silly in front of the Year Six team.
Favourite holiday destination? Fiji
Does pineapple belong on a pizza? YES! I am
originally from Queensland and pineapple is
Have you ever been given some advice that
one of my favourite fruits.
changed
youra life?
You can for
haveLucy
anything
Do you
have
question
LapiraAny
orsuggestions
Macalie Vlah
in our next issue? It
for coping with lockdown?
you want, if you want it desperately enough,
could
be like the questions above, or one
of something
your own!
Learn
new and be kind to yourself.
and if you are prepared to do the hard work
(Oh
and
the garage is the best place to hide
to make it happen.
from your children!)
If yes,
email
your
What please
would be your
audition
songname,
on The class, question and who it's for to
Fran.Milic@education.vic.gov.au
by Friday
25th September.
Voice? I Don’t Care if the Sun Don’t Shine
by
Patti Page (a 1950s cabaret song).
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