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DIARY DATES
Wednesday 9th September
ENPS turns 100!!
Special assembly 2:45pm
New meeting number: 165 120 1661
Password: ENPS
Friday 11th September 2:15pm
Old-Fashioned Games with Mr
Mather
Every Monday 2:15pm
WebEx Community Workshops
Click here for details
Every Tues, Wed, Thurs 2:15pm
Mr Mather’s WebEx Fun and Fitness
Sessions
Click here for details
Weekly
ENPS Community Challenge
(run by Year Six Students)
Click here for details
Friday 18th September
Footy Dress Up Day
End of Term Three
Early dismissal 2:30pm
Wednesday 7th October 8pm
Steve Biddulph - Raising Boys
Parent Session
Wednesday 14th October 8pm
Steve Biddulph - Raising Girls
Parent Session

OUR CENTENARY APPROACHES!
Did somebody say 100? It’s almost here! Next
week, the celebrations begin as we count down
to our school’s centenary on Wednesday 9th
September! Be sure to connect in as we say
HAPPY 100th BIRTHDAY to ENPS with lots of
fun online activities throughout the week. A big
shout out to Sienna from 5AS, Ava from 5BL,
Elisa from 4SG and Isabella from 4SG for their
help in kicking off our celebrations with this
fantastic artwork and poetry! See page six for all
the details on next week’s centenary activities.

SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT
Hello everybody, Thomas and Abbey here.

This past week as been a good week because we are just over two weeks away from school holidays, and maybe remote learning
2.0 being done and dusted. We would also like to say that we have done an exceptional job during remote learning 2.0.
On Wednesday 9th September we have our 100 years of ENPS celebration (yay!). We would like you to dress up as if you were
alive 100 years ago, so you can play the part.
In Year Six over the last two weeks we have been learning about human rights and the rights of a child and society to make the
world a better place and keep everyone happy.
Have a great weekend.
Thomas and Abbey

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
While this year certainly has not panned out the way we predicted, and definitely not how we expected to celebrate our school’s
centenary, it is undeniable that there is still a wonderful sense of pride and anticipation building as we head into ‘birthday week!’
In the coming week, our school will turn 100 years old. What a moment to celebrate, embrace and be proud of, regardless of
COVID-19!
Please join with us across the coming week, and especially on Wednesday 9th September, to commemorate this special birthday
with us. All students will receive special mail to be opened on Wednesday. We will have a special celebration day of activities on
Wednesday, including a ‘100 years’ dress up theme and special whole school assembly. We hope that you can celebrate (and
dress up) with us.
Staffing
With uncertain times still ahead for us all, we have begun planning for Term Four and a (very hopeful) return to onsite learning and
teaching for all in the coming months. We obviously await government announcements and anticipate that any return will be
staggered. I can however outline the following staffing developments and changes as we prepare for the term ahead.
It has been with a very heavy heart this week that Julianne Scott has announced that she will not be returning to ENPS for the
remainder of the year. Julianne will take personal leave for the duration of Term Four and will then be taking Long Service Leave in
2021 until her retirement mid-way through next year. Julianne has had a long and wonderful career in education, and had a lasting
impact on so many at ENPS over her time with us. We will certainly make sure we have a celebration in her honour in 2021! We all
wish Julianne the very best.
With Julianne’s news, we are now making arrangements for 4JS and also 4EG for Term Four. Nicki Bilby will continue in 4JS and
Emily Gosden will begin her family leave in the first week of the new term. Once arrangements are finalised we will be
communicating with 4EG families and announce the home group teacher for 4EG.
In Term Four, Connor Smith will be returning to 6CS for two days a week to work alongside Mori Milholland. Connor will continue in
his role as Acting Assistant Principal with a focus on student engagement and wellbeing. Mori will then move to 4CB for two days
to release Angela Collins in her Learning Specialist role. Angela will be working closely with teaching teams during these days to
build teacher capacity in literacy teaching across the school.

Alice Stephens will also step out of the classroom for the term in her Acting Assistant Principal role. Alice’s role is to focus on
student data, assessment and reporting, supporting teaching staff across the school with the return to onsite teaching and learning.
We already know our Semester Two reports will once again be significantly impacted by remote learning and it is important to us
that we address the individual and collective learning needs of our students across the school. We are currently finalising
arrangements for 5AS and will communicate with 5AS the outcome of a new appointment to this role.
With the potential return onsite, we also anticipate that Sue Elsbury will be able to return to her PE role, alongside Craig Mather.
In happy news, we are excited for Adrian Jones and his wife, Kim, who are expecting their first baby in the new year!
Steve Biddulph – Parent workshops in Term 4
We are excited to announce that we have once again been able to secure internationally acclaimed author and family psychologist,
Steve Biddulph, to work with our families early in Term 4. Steve will be providing two online evening presentations; Raising Boys on
Wednesday 7th October and Raising Girls on Wednesday 14th October.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE CONTINUED
Steve worked with us in 2016 with tremendous reviews. As a part of our parent education commitment, we will subsiding our ENPS
families to attend. See the Compass message and further in this newsletter for booking details.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact myself or the school office.
2021 Planning
It is hard to believe but it is also the time of the year that we begin planning for the next year ahead! We ask that if you and your
family are planning on leaving ENPS at the end of 2020, please let the school office know as soon as you are in a position to do
so. (This excludes Year Six students).
Downloading Reports from Compass
Later in this newsletter, there is also information for downloading your child’s reports and learning updates from Compass. Please
understand that when families leave the school, they also lose access to Compass (and therefore access to these reports if not
previously downloaded.) This includes our Year Six students leaving at the end of this year.

Happy Father’s Day
Wishing all our ENPS community fathers, grandfathers and father figures a very special
Father’s Day this Sunday. It is extra hard this year for many as we can’t be with our
fathers, grandfathers and father figures. I know that my own father lives in a small
country town in Queensland and I haven’t been able to see him anywhere near as much
as I usually would this year. Happy Father’s Day to all our ENPS dads!
Thank you again for your ongoing support. Please stay safe and look out for each other in our community. Fingers crossed there will
soon be a light at the end of our lock down tunnel!
Take care,

Kate Barletta
Principal

COUNCIL OF INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS (CIS)
At Essendon North Primary School we are currently preparing for our upcoming
evaluation visit, due to be conducted in March 2021. A key component of the evaluation
process is the school’s self-study. Historically, this survey data has been utilised in a
variety of purposeful ways and created real change for our community.
Our last CIS Survey provided opportunities to:
• review school wide approaches to student wellbeing and welfare
• develop consistent Guiding Statements to influence decision making
• refine our communication of student learning and growth
• identify the needs of our English as Additional Language (EAL) Learners
• improve our access to Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) and our approach to digital citizenship
• refine our collective definition of International Mindedness and Global Citizenship
• support our Child Safety Practices and documentation of inclusive practices
• and much more!
As a school we value the perspectives of all stakeholders and would appreciate your support to complete the community survey.
The survey will take approximately 10 minutes to complete. You should complete one survey per child enrolled at ENPS. We hope
you can spare some time to support the school in our desire to collaboratively improve. The survey will be available for the next two
weeks and we require a 90% completion rate to provide a comprehensive overview of family perspectives. Each survey response
goes into the draw to win a prize!

To access the survey, please click on this link. If you have any questions or need support, please contact the office.
Thank you very much for completing the survey.
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YEAR ONE – READY, SET, BAKE!

Last week our Year One students took part in a FriYAY afternoon
Wellbeing session called Ready, Set, BAKE! Students connected their
knowledge of capacity to enjoy baking. A recipe for scones was created
however some students made their own special treats! Students loved it
– just take a look at these amazing creations, the proof is in the pudding!

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

YEAR TWO UNIT OF INQUIRY– WHERE WE ARE IN PLACE AND TIME
Guest Speaker - Mrs Barletta
We were very lucky to have Mrs Barletta share with the Year Two students on
WebEx about her personal connections to ENPS. Mrs Barletta showed us some
photos from her mother who actually went to our school in 1955 and 1956! We
talked about how the school has changed in the last 100 years and shared
connections that our own families have with the school.

Mrs Barletta shares her mother’s
class photo from ENPS

Some Indigenous art we learnt about
on our tour

Virtual Incursion Experiences
NGV - Marking Time
The NGV gave Year Two students the chance to explore
Indigenous artwork and learn more about Indigenous
culture. We looked at the symbols and meaning within the
artwork and discussed how art can tell a story.
Our guide showed us many different types of artwork cave paintings, carved wood, even on a building in
Sydney!

L - R Gianne, Thomas, & Tenuli from 2SW created Indigenous inspired artwork

Museums Victoria - A Toybox Tale
Year Two students were guided on a virtual journey
through time, looking at different toys from that particular
period, discussing what they noticed about the materials
and features.
With our Museums Victoria guide, we explored how toys
can be artefacts from the past and can tell their own
stories. We then compared the toys from the virtual toybox
to our own personal favourite toys and shared why they are
meaningful to us.

Some of the toys we saw
on our tour: Box brownie
camera, Caveman video
game and Paper doll set

L – R Harvey, Ella, Bella B and Pragati from 2CM share their special toys

ISSUE #13 PAGE 5

CENTENARY CELBRATIONS!!
ENPS centenary celebrations across next week (7th – 11th
September) will include the following fun activities:

Trivia!
All students and families are invited to participate in Year
Level Trivia Competitions! These will be hosted via WebEx.
There will be questions about our school’s history as well as
general knowledge questions.
Please see the timetable below, outlining the day and time
of each Year Level’s Trivia game.

Monday
7th September
2:15 pm
Year 3
Year 4

Tuesday
8th September
2:15pm
Foundation
Year 1
Year 2

Thursday
10th September
2:15pm
Year 5
Year 6

Families can attend each child’s Year Level game or choose to attend just one as a family.
We will be using the Kahoot App so please download it before your scheduled trivia afternoon or use your web
browser. We advise that you connect to WebEx on one device and use a second device (phone, iPad, laptop)
for your trivia responses. The pin for each Trivia game as well as the WebEx code will be communicated via
Compass on the day of each game.
So get your family team together and brush up on your knowledge of ENPS, there are prizes to be won!

Check your mail!
There is a special delivery on its way for each student so keep your eyes peeled for the postie! Remember, if you receive your
delivery before our centenary day, please hang on to it and only open it on the morning of Wednesday 9th September!

CENTENARY PARTY DAY WEDNESDAY!
On our school’s 100th Birthday, Wednesday 9th September, we will be having an ENPS Centenary Party to celebrate! Year Levels
will have WebEx meetings throughout the day for students to participate in fun centenary themed activities. These centenary
activities will replace regular learning tasks for the day.
Follow this link ENPS Centenary Choice Board to have a look at the selection of activities. Your family may like to choose a few
extra activities from the choice board to do throughout the week.

Family Time Capsule Task
Make your mark in history! We ask that all ENPS families complete one or more of the time capsule activities, sharing details about
your family and life in 2020. Once we return to school, we will place all the tasks together in an ENPS Time Capsule for future staff
and students to dig up and read!
Have a look through the Time Capsule Tasks by clicking the link. There will be time set aside during the school day on Wednesday,
for your family to complete a Time Capsule Task.

Dress Up and Special Assembly
We encourage all students, families and staff to dress up in costume for our 100th Birthday! Put together your best ‘100 Years Old’
costume.
We’ll come together as a community at a special assembly on Wednesday 9 th September at 2:45pm, so that we can see everyone’s
amazing costumes! Please note this special assembly has the new meeting number 165 120 1661 (password remains ENPS).

Old-Fashioned Games with Mr Mather
Friday 11th September 2:15pm
For this week’s community fitness session, Mr Mather will be teaching us how to play old-fashioned games that children enjoyed
playing in the past. All students, families and staff are welcome and encouraged to join. Have some fun reliving popular games of
yesteryear!

ENPS HISTORY…SHARED MEMORIES
Last newsletter we took a look back at the 2000s…. This week we look back on the last 10 years at ENPS, from 2010 – present.
We asked our staff to share some of their fondest memories from the last decade, and here’s what some had to say…

I have wonderful memories of accompanying Lucy Lapira and a group of choir students to take part in the Victorian State School
Spectacular in 2013, 2014 and 2015. The Spectacular is an annual event that showcases the talents of state school students in
the areas of performing arts. Our students were part of the mass choir with rehearsals at the City Town Hall. The final
performances were held in front of thousands of people at Hisense Arena and televised!
– Julie Schenk

A few years back the Specialist team which at the time consisted of Mina Stephens, Marilia Mi, Amanda Kingsley, Nicki Myszka
and myself participated in Wakakiri, an Australian performing arts competition. Our story was based on Jonathon Welch, the
founder of Choir of Hardknocks (who I have worked with previously) and who attended our rehearsal at The Clocktower Centre in
Moonee Ponds. It was our first time in the competition and we made State Finals. This is something we were extremely proud of.
The story was about the reasons why people become homeless, and Dr Jonathon Welch who decided to be proactive and create
a choir in which they have a place to belong. The choir still exists though Jonathon has taken his career in a different direction.
Another Performing Arts highlight was one of our fabulous students winning the huge role of Matilda. She performed at Her
Majesty’s Theatre in Melbourne CBD for months on end with stellar performances. I myself went to see her 5 times.
– Lucy Lapira

How can you go passed the events of last year which led to the new oval in 2019?
We also had four students make it all the way to the state finals for athletics (relay team) in 2019, first time ever! (Kirk K, Isa M,
Thomas L and Ares S).
– Craig Mather

I started working at ENPS back in 2010. I started my role as Education Support Staff working in Angela Collins' class when she
was a Foundation teacher. Gordon, our school crossing supervisor, worked doing maintenance around the school with a man
named Jike. Fay, Leslie and Joy were our wonderful front of house administration team. Over the past 10 years I have worked
with the majority of teaching staff at ENPS, helping out in their classrooms and in other areas of daily school life. I have been on
excursions and camps and have enjoyed the time I have spent taking on new and adventurous activities over the years.
The gymnasium had recently been built when I began working at ENPS and there was a cubby house in the Foundation
area. We have had play areas added, and shade sails to keep the children undercover when they play. The long jump and sand
pit were a popular attraction. There has been the removal and addition of portable buildings to the school, adding extra class
space for the ever growing numbers. The library used to be located in the Year One learning area, the TLC, and has moved
several times during the past 10 years. Linda was the Librarian, then the role was taken over by a lady named Nina. Julie would
come in to help Nina and once she left Julie became the face of the library.
A lot has changed since that year. We have seen many great staff members move on to other schools. Kylie Baxter was the
Assistant Principal. She moved on to become a Principal at another school. There were very few Education Support Staff back
then, only around three or four of us. Over the years our team has been as large as 13 people, helping and giving extra support
across the school.
– Becky Haynes

Some of my best memories at ENPS in recent years include Student Led Conferences, Footy Days, Foundation excursions,
Story Time with Kate from Niddrie Library and our Mother’s Day celebrations!
– Ashlee Williams

ISSUE #13 PAGE 7

OFFICE NEWS
STUDENT ABSENCES AT ALL TIMES INCLUDING REMOTE LEARNING
If you have received an absentee letter and would like to amend your child’s absence on the form, we kindly ask parents/carers to
please sign the form and email either a photo or scanned copy of it to essendon.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au as soon as
possible, and the office will amend your child’s form accordingly. If you have any concerns please do not hesitate to call the office.
Schools are requested by the Department of Education to upload attendance/absence data on a daily basis, and the data is
provided to the Department of Education. It is important that if your child is not attending school that you enter this into Compass
the day before or even on the morning of the student’s absence. Your child’s class room teacher marks the roll in the morning and
afternoon daily. If you have any concerns you can email your child’s teacher directly via Compass. Please be aware that if you do
not enter your child’s absence on Compass your child’s teacher will mark the student as unexplained and you will need to update
this soon as possible. Please call the office if you have any concerns or require assistance.
This is applicable for all students from Foundation to Year Six.
Please see the step-by-step instructions on page ten on how to enter an absence in Compass. If you are unclear on how to
complete this please call the office and we will talk you through this process. It is the parent/carer’s responsibility to enter your
child/ren’s absence on Compass (not the teacher or the office).
VISITORS ON-SITE AT ESSENDON NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
There will not be more than 3 people (visitors) in the school’s office at any given time. You may be asked to wait outside until we
have ample space in our office for you to enter. When entering the office you will be asked to maintain the 1.5m distance and use
the hand sanitiser provided. A face mask must be worn by anyone entering the school.
•
•

Visitors to Essendon North Primary School’s grounds will be limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services
and operations (e.g. student health and wellbeing services, specialist curriculum programs, maintenance workers).
Given the current circumstances parents will only be able to enter the school grounds when essential to do so. Please contact
the school by phone or email as required.

FIRST AID / FAMILY DETAILS
This is a timely reminder for all families to please check that details for your child/ren as shown below are up to date in Compass:
• Medical details
• Home address
• Mobile phone contact numbers
If you require any changes made to your child/ren’s details, please email the school at essendon.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au
and they will be updated immediately.
If your family circumstances have changed we would kindly ask for you to contact the school’s office to arrange to update your
child enrolment form so it is reflective of your family circumstances, and that both parents have their own login to Compass. This is
also important as when your child moves from one government school to another over any year level and when they transition into
a government high school, we transfer your child’s information across to the next Victorian government school.
During these uncertain times we are following Department of Education guidelines and we thank you for your time and patience in,
we know it will be difficult for everyone. Please contact the school office on 9379 3979 or via
email essendon.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au should you have any queries.

SUN SMART REMINDER
From September to April, we are all expected to be Sun Smart at ENPS.
Please remember:
•

to apply your sunscreen at the start of each day; and

•

WEAR YOUR HAT

REMEMBER NO HAT MEANS RESTRICTED PLAY IN THE SHADE
Check labels on clothing for UV protection - SUN PROTECTIVE CLOTHING and long sleeves
are another way to care for your skin.
Check the daily UV index by downloading the SunSmart app.

SCHOOL REPORTS – PRINT OR DOWNLOAD FROM COMPASS
When your child finishes their schooling at Essendon North Primary School, parent access to student records, particularly school
reports, will end.
We recommend downloading, printing or saving your child’s reports on an ongoing basis.
With our Year Six students soon to complete their schooling, now is a good time to start downloading your child’s reports.

STEP 1: On your home page, select
the “View Academic Reports”
beneath the child you would like to
look at.

STEP 2: The search will bring up all
of the reports uploaded to your
child’s record.
Select the file you would like to
download.

STEP 3: Using the download arrow, either open (print and/or save) or
save the downloaded PDF document.
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COMPASS SCHOOL MANAGER
How do I join Compass School Manager?
To access the Compass Parent Portal please visit and bookmark the following website:

https://enps-vic.compass.education
Compass is a web-based application that is accessible on any modern web browser (Firefox, Chrome,
Safari, Internet Explorer).
If you have an iOS or Android device, we highly recommend downloading the Compass App. Simply search for ‘Compass School
Manager’ in the Apple App Store or the Google Play Store or click the links on this page to download it to your device.

To access the Compass Parent Portal visit the website or open the app on your mobile device.
If you are using a web browser, you will be presented with log in page (left), which will ask for
your login information.
Every family has received a unique login to access Compass, if you have not received this
information please contact the office. Your username will likely be the first three characters of
your surname followed by four numbers.

COMPASS LOGGING A STUDENT ABSENCE
How do I log my child’s absence?
If you have a holiday coming up, or just want to log one day for medical reasons, we’ll show you how to enter an absence using
your device.
STEP 1: Log into Compass. On your home page, select your child.
STEP 2: Choose the third option on the top bar – “Approvals”.
STEP 3: Choose the big + plus button on the bottom right.
STEP 4: Complete details for your child’s
absence – Reason; Comments; select
Dates and then press “Add Approval”.

If you have any questions, please contact the school office on 9379 3979.
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MANDARIN – FOOD LANGUAGE AND COOKING
Our Year Five students experienced making Chinese dumplings on WebEx!
They even made their own dough from scratch.
Year Three students have also been learning different vegetables and the
benefits of certain vegetables. They practised Chinese Mandarin at a
supermarket with me on WebEx and virtually experienced how to use the
learnt language in everyday life.
Mì Lǎo Shī
LOTE (Mandarin) Teacher

Órlaith, 5LH

Mì Lǎo Shī

Estelle, 5BL

LIBRARY NEWS
The 2020 Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now drawing to a close.
Could all completed books be added to your child’s online reading list no later than Monday 14th
September. Although the official closing date is 18th September, I will need a few days to verify all books and
complete the administration work before submitting the final report.
This year has presented many problems and made it extremely difficult for families to gain access to books, so
it’s completely understandable that not all students will have read the required number of books to complete the
Challenge. Please don’t despair and reassure children that the Premiers’ Reading Challenge runs every year
and the 2021 Challenge will begin again during Term One.
Just a friendly reminder that families have access to the ENPS Book Place via the daily learning schedule – just follow the link to
extra activities.
Keep up to date with all the latest news of new books being published and listen to/watch videos of books being read aloud.
All videos are created by the ENPS library with new videos added each week.

Check out our special Father’s Day picture book video available here!

ES JOKE OF THE WEEK
They say laughter is the best medicine! Our Education Support (ES) are our
amazing integration, office, ICT, grounds and library staff. In this section, one ES
team member shares a joke to bring a smile to your dial…
What type of dog does a magician have? A labra-cadabra-dor!
– Rhys McIntosh

Stay Connected - ENPS Instagram, Facebook Page and Group
For the socially savvy, make sure you follow us on the Essendon North Primary School Instagram
Page and like the Essendon North Primary School Facebook page. These pages will be used to
promote the wonderful things are school does.
There is also the Essendon North Primary School Centenary Reunion Facebook group connecting
past students and staff, as well as sharing stories and memories from the past.
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FREE RESOURCES TO BUILD RESILIENT FAMILIES
There are two helpful new resources to help you support your children during remote and flexible learning.
Raising Learners podcast
The Department of Education and Training has funded a 10-episode podcast series through the Raising Children Network called
‘Raising Learners’. It features parenting experts from organisations including the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, Career
Education Association Victoria, as well as the Australian eSafety Commissioner, Julie Inman-Grant.
Raising Learners provides parents with practical advice, tips and ideas for supporting children’s health, wellbeing and engagement
at school and at home. Topics include how to connect with your child’s school and community, how to best support your child’s
learning, what to expect for VCE and VCAL students and how to keep your child safe online.These topics were drawn from common
questions that parents raised with the Department’s coronavirus (COVID-19) hotline and Parentline.
The first three episodes will be available on 1st September, and the rest throughout Terms Three and Four. Raising Learners can be
accessed via podcast apps and the Raising Children Network website.
Managing the Coronacoaster webinar
Renowned child psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg is back by popular demand to repeat his Coronacoaster webinar.
On 15 September, Dr Michael Carr-Gregg will again present Managing the Coronacoaster – Tips for building resilient families in the
coronavirus era. His first webinar in August booked out in three days, with more than 12,000 registrations.
In this webinar, Dr Carr-Gregg provides tools and strategies for parents and carers to help manage the lockdown period and remote
learning. Topics include:
• your supportive role
• setting the emotional tone
• focusing on what you can control
• how to deal with disappointment
• more resources and where to get help.
Webinar details
When: 7.30pm, Tuesday 15 September
Duration: 45-minute presentation, followed by a 15-minute question-and-answer session
Format: online via live stream
Cost: free Register for the Managing the Coronacoaster webinar via Eventbrite

GETTING TO KNOW……

What is your favourite TV show? Fleabag or Westworld.
What is your favourite movie? Lost In Translation.
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accomplished to make a life here.

GETTING TO KNOW……

What is your favourite TV show? Twin Peaks, The Young
Ones, Impractical Jokers, Rage, Gavin and Stacey.
Do you have any pets? Yes two cats, one named Inca who’s
very old and loves to chill and one named Mishi who’s young
and is very cheeky and playful.
What is your favourite food? Italian and Japanese are my
favs. Scotch Finger biscuits are my favourite snack with a
cup of tea (milky with two).

Why did you want to work in education? I didn’t enjoy the
way I was taught music in primary school. The best way to
fix that was to become a music teacher and make the
wrongs, right.
What is your favourite movie? I love all the Star Wars
movies.
Which genre(s) of music do you like listening to? My iPod is
full of every genre, from Beethoven to Black Sabbath to
The Beatles to Beastie Boys.
Which genre(s) of music do you like playing the most? I
really enjoy playing punk rock. It’s has an energy and DIY
ethnic that I love.

What live gig always sticks in your memory and why?
(question provided by Craig Mather) Great question Craig,
two big ones stick in my mind. No. 1, Iggy Pop - Festival Hall
5-2-89. I had a few of the Iggy Pop/The Stooges albums but
didn’t know much of his history at that time. My older
brother Dave was a big fan and said “I’m buying you a ticket
and you’re going”. So along I went not expecting much but
from the first song something inside me exploded, I can’t
explain it but it felt amazing. I moved from the back of the
venue to the front in a matter of seconds and pogo’ed like
crazy. The band he had on that “Instinct Tour” were top
notch.
Have you ever been given some advice that changed your
life? When I was 15 I was told to listen to the drummers from
The Who, Led Zeppelin, Midnight Oil, Jimi Hendrix and INXS.
Best advice ever.
Who or what makes you laugh the most? The TV show
Seinfeld makes me LOL.
Do you have any hobbies? For one of the bands I play in I
make all the 7” single and 12” album covers from materials
that I have saved from landfill.

Which genre(s) of music do you like singing the most? You
really don’t want to hear me sing 😂

What are the three things you love most about your ANSOM
job? 1) I love passing on my music knowledge to the kids. 2)
The school community at ENPS is awesome and 3) My fellow
music teachers, Lisette and Gary who make a great team.

What can't you live without? 100% music, my kids and
Scotch Finger biscuits.

What would be your audition song on The Voice? Blitzkrieg
Bop – Ramones.

If you had to choose, what would be your three top fav
songs? Won’t Get Fooled Again - The Who, the Twin Peaks
Theme and Hallelujah – k.d. Lang.

When did you start playing music? I first started on a tennis
racquet guitar at the age of four. I would mime to songs and
put on concerts for my parents and grandparents. Officially
started playing drums and guitar around the age of 10.

What are you most proud of? My two kids, although they’re
not kids anymore, Ruby and Charlotte.

Can you share a joke with us? I love a really bad dad joke and
this is really bad... I went to have my hair cut recently, but
there were 20 people in front of me. After half an hour the
manager handed out burgers, hot dogs and drinks. It was
the best barber queue ever!!

What is your "spirit animal" and why? In the real world, a
meerkat because they are always on the lookout for others
and are happy little chappies. In the fantasy world,
Chewbacca - a top sidekick, dependable.
What does music give you? Complete happiness.
Was there a particular song or band/artist that blew your
mind when you were a kid? Kiss and Devo when I was nine
years old. Iggy Pop live when I was 18 years old.
Favourite holiday destination? Japan and Spain.
Most memorable gigs you've ever played? First gig at a pub
was with “The Link” at Bell St Rock, Preston, 12-8-88 (I was
17). First gig overseas was in NYC at Brownies with
“Autohaze” 6-9-95. The Metro, Melbourne with
“Underground
Lovers”
30-1-02
supporting
New
Order. Purple Weekend Festival - Leon, Spain with “Lime
Spiders” 8-12-17, definitely going back to this festival again.
I keep a book with every gig I’ve played or attended.
My life without music would be.... incomplete. But if there
was no music in this world I’m guessing I would have leaned
towards painting. I love going to art galleries.

What inspires you? Music, art and the kids I teach, they are
just the best!!!
What challenges did you have when learning an instrument?
I could never hold the open C chord, my fingers just didn’t like
the positioning. So I sat in front of the tv holding that chord
till it hurt.
On a rainy day, I like to..... as a kid I’d play in the rain till I was
soaking wet and then have a warm bath. As an adult I stay in
my pjs and watch a good movie or two and then have a nana
nap.
What three things would you need to survive on a desert
island (besides food and water)? A bottle with a Genie in it,
my iPod and a drum kit.
Does pineapple belong on a pizza? Yes!!!
Any suggestions for coping with lockdown? Walks, kick to
kick, baking, cooking and of course practising your musical
instrument. Also “Be EXCELLENT to each other”.

GETTING TO KNOW……

What is your favourite TV show? I love Get Smart, it’s an
oldie but a goodie.
Do you have any pets? I use to have a cockatiel called
Tweety. Unfortunately one windy day I had her outside and
her cage tipped over and of course, Tweety disappeared.
So I got another cockatiel called Stephanie. I use to let her
out to have a fly, but one day I had left the garage door
open, I watched as she made a quick exit. That was it, I
gave up.

What is your favourite food? Roasted vegies. AND
absolutely love Chillies, which I have with everything.
Why did you want to work in education? Music education
teaches you not only to be creative, it also builds both self
confidence and resilience. I want to encourage all of this.
What is your favourite movie? I love suspense and thrillers,
don’t really have a favourite.
Which genre(s) of music do you like listening to? Jazz
mainly, some blues. Depends what mood I’m in. Sometimes
I‘ll even listen to classical music. Love Chopin waltzes.
If you were a plant, what kind of plant would you be and
why? I adore roses they just smell so beautiful.
Which genre(s) of music do you like playing the most? Jazz
is my favourite and is what I normally perform for jazz
festivals or clubs etc, usually in a cool trio line up,
saxophone and double bass.
Which genre(s) of music do you like singing the most? Jazz
of course, swing tunes. Oh and I love singing French songs.
What can't you live without? My piano is my saviour. With
isolation happening now, can’t go anywhere, I’ll pick up a
music book and try out some new songs, or my personal
favourites. Then day is gone, oops (forgot to get out of PJs)!
Which songs do you always enjoy teaching? I love teaching
songs that students love to do. Students will most likely
learn it quicker if it’s something they really like. Which is
why I always ask for suggestions.

What are you most proud of? I’ll let you in on a little secret
when I was young, around 9-12 years old I was on a weekly
TV show called “Brian (Naylor) and the Juniors”. I had to
perform on TV each week with other kids singing and
dancing (which isn’t my forte). I met famous people like
Shirley Bassey who sings the James Bond movie theme
Goldfinger etc.. I was always a shy little girl but you know
what, I did it and it was the best thing I ever did.
Most memorable gig you've ever played? Sofitel piano bar,
35th floor. I played there for 13 years and met lots of
interesting people, tourists.
Do you have any hobbies? Tennis.
What inspires you? Listening to great performers.
What are the three things you love most about your
ANSOM job? 1) Love working with a team, with Andrew and
Gary.. 2) Learning to be tech also, especially through this
challenging time. 3) It’s wonderful watching students
develop into fine musicians.
When did you start playing music? Began when I was four
years old playing ukulele. Did my first concert at
Melbourne Town Hall at five years old on guitar.
My life without music would be.... I can’t imagine life
without music. Depressing thought.
What challenges did you have when learning an
instrument? Believe it or not I didn’t want to practise as a
child. Thanks to my mum who set the rule, “practise first”.
But once I started practising I didn’t want to stop.
On a rainy day, I like to .... watch a movie.
Who or what makes you laugh the most? I do love
watching comedians. John Cleese.
Any suggestions for coping with lockdown? Music (of
course hehe), try some new songs. How about trying to
write your own song? Cooking something you like (chef
extraordinaire). Get out outside do some physical
exercise. Keep in touch with your friends.

What is your "spirit animal" and why? Well apparently I’m a
dolphin. Why? Because I’m a spiritual soul who does things
in a fun light hearted way (I looked it up, but so true).
Favourite holiday destination? Paris. Have been three
times.
What live gig always sticks in your memory and why?
(question provided by Craig Mather) I went to the best all
women jazz concert. Norah Jones, Diana Krall, Madeleine
Peyroux etc, all my favourites. So empowering to see all
these great women up there.
Was there a particular song or band/artist that blew your
mind when you were a kid? Credence Clearwater Revival
band. And Carole King, a singer composer/pianist.

“Brian (Naylor) and the Juniors” – can you find me??

GETTING TO KNOW……

What is your favourite TV show? The Partridge Family.
Do you have any pets? Only a few goldfish in a pond
outside.

Was there a particular song or band/artist that blew
your mind when you were a kid? The Rolling Stones and
The Beatles, and then Led Zeppelin.

What is your favourite food? Japanese and Greek are my
favs.

What are you most proud of? Making a living playing
music.

Why did you want to work in education? I enjoy passing on
the knowledge I have learned from my musical journey.
What is the best concert you ever went to and why?
(question provided by Thomas D, 2SW) Status Quo, 1970something at the Myer Music Bowl. When they came on I
ran up the front and watched every chord being played
and memorised them, and went home and practised what
I’d seen.
What is your favourite movie? Rocky I and Ole Ole Ole.
Which genre(s) of music do you like listening to? I listen to
pretty much every genre of music - hard rock, country,
gypsy, jazz, opera to name a few.

Most memorable gigs you've ever played? The Glenn
Shorrock 45 Years of Song Tour, especially the State
Theatre show in Sydney.
My life without music would be.... lonely, most of my
friends are either musicians or people I met through
playing music.
What would be your audition song on The Voice? Bring It
On Home.
What are the three things you love most about your
ANSOM job? 1) I love passing on my music knowledge to
the kids. 2) The school community at ENPS is welcoming.
3) My fellow music teachers, Lisette and Andrew, we
make a great team.
Do you have any hobbies? Music and gardening.

Which genre(s) of music do you like playing the most? I
really enjoy playing rock, funk, country rock and
mainstream.

Have you ever been given some advice that changed
your life? My squash coach said you have to be tough
and have discipline.

Favourite holiday destination? Japan, Spain and Greece.

When did you start playing music? I first started in 1972
on acoustic guitar, self taught with a book. That was
hard.

Which genre(s) of music do you like singing the most? Rock
and country. I would love to sing like Paul Rodgers.
What can't you live without? Music and oxygen.
If you had to choose, what would be your three top fav
songs? Comfortably Numb – Pink Floyd, It’s Only Rock ‘n
Roll – The Rolling Stones, Riff Raff – AC/DC.
What does music give you? Income and pleasure.

What inspires you? To be better than I was yesterday.
What challenges did you have when learning an
instrument? I was small and the guitar was big, I
struggled with chords, especially F.
Any suggestions for coping with lockdown? Exercise, I
have been doing a live stream gig on Friday nights which
takes a bit of preparation. Stay active.

Do you have a question for Julie Schenk or Victoria Mills in our next issue? It
could be like the questions above, or one of your own!
If yes, please email your name, class, question and who it's for to
Fran.Milic@education.vic.gov.au by Friday 11th September.

ENPS PRESENTS: STEVE BIDDULPH ‘RAISING BOYS’ AND ‘RAISING
GIRLS’ PARENT SESSIONS
Raising our children is challenging enough without the added complexity of these complex times. At ENPS, we pride ourselves
on providing opportunities for our parent community to also be 'learners and leaders'.
It is with tremendous pleasure that we can announce that ENPS will be hosting two very special online parent evenings with
internationally acclaimed author and psychologist, Steve Biddulph. Steve is the author of a number of best-selling titles
including 'Raising Boys', 'Raising Girls' and 'Manhood''.
Raising Boys: Wednesday 7th October at 8pm- 9:30pm
Raising Girls: Wednesday 14th October at 8pm- 9:30pm
We invite our ENPS families to this school subsidised event at $8 per household, per session.
This event will be open externally to the wider community for $16 per event.
Additional details can be found in the flyers below, and bookings can be made by clicking here for Raising Boys and
here for Raising Girls.
At ENPS, we have previously had Steve work with our school community in 2016 with outstanding reviews. While we can't offer a
live session with Steve this year, we are so incredibly fortunate to be able to secure this opportunity as an online presentation.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Kate Barletta or the school office.

RAISING BOYS an evening with Steve Biddulph ONLINE
Wednesday October 7th at 8pm
Watch Steve’s world famous talk – filmed before the virus arrived, with a live audience, its like being in the front
row!
Covering boys of ALL AGES. How to raise sons who are kind, confident and safe. Boys and school. The importance
of dads. What single mums can do. Testosterone. The three stages of boyhood. Boys and housework. This lifechanging seminar is unforgettably moving and funny too.
Steve Biddulph’s books are in an incredible four million homes. A psychologist for over 30 years, he became one of
the world’s best loved parent educators.
BOOKINGS ON THIS LINK:
https://www.trybooking.com/BLINQ
Tickets - $8.00 per household for Essendon North PS families, $16.00 for the wider community.

RAISING GIRLS an evening with Steve Biddulph ONLINE
Wednesday October 14th at 8pm
Watch Steve’s world famous talk – filmed before the virus arrived, with a live audience, its like being in the front
row!
Covering girls of ALL AGES, this talk will help you raise your daughter to be wise, warm and strong. The five stages
of girlhood. The importance of dads. The special role of aunties. How to avoid her growing up too fast. Hear about
families who helped their daughters change direction and regain their lives. This life-changing seminar is
unforgettably moving and funny too.
Steve Biddulph’s books are in an incredible four million homes. A psychologist for over 30 years, he became one of
the world’s best loved parent educators.
BOOKINGS ON THIS LINK:
https://www.trybooking.com/BLINZ
Tickets - $8.00 per household for Essendon North PS families, $16.00 for the wider community.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Supporting our local family businesses during this
challenging time
The Beauty Room
A boutique beauty salon located in Keilor East specialising in skin
treatments and eyebrows services.
At The Beauty Room we deliver an exceptional service with a meticulous
eye for detail that instils the confidence everybody deserves. Come
in, support our small business and experience our difference.
Follow us on Instagram @thebeautyroomgroup
Like us on Facebook @thebeautyroomgroup
thebeautyroomgroup.com.au

Top Image Jewellery
Online shop coming soon, check our website for details!
ph: Jenny 0417 518 236 or Esther 0468 487 064
topimagejewellery.com.au

MJM Build

(MJM Strategic Investments Pty Ltd)

We are residential home builders, renovators and specialist builders
undertaking such works as building swimming pools, basements, garages,
extensions and developments including townhouses and apartments.
We are a family run business with 10 years as licensed builders, 25 years in
property and are fully insured with an unrestricted license. We offer free
quotes and are essential workers operating with a Covid Safe plan.
ph: 0447 338 272
travis@mjmbuild.com
Find us on Facebook

Melbourne Shutters & Blinds
We know Plantation Shutters! We have the best prices for the best quality
products - our timber shutters are $350 per square metre inc GST and
installation, PVC shutters are $299. Call for a free measure and quote.
ph: Laura 0413 213 832 or Sasha 0404 361 799
melbourneshuttersblinds.com.au

COMMUNITY SUPPORT CONTINUED
Inspiring Minds Studio
Keep your kids busy during lockdown with our craft packs, suitable for
3 – 8 year olds. Ranging from $15 – $23. Free delivery within 5km of ENPS.
ph: 0484 010 096
inspiringmindsstudio.com.au
kylie@inspiringmindsstudio.com.au
facebook.com/inspiringmindsstudio
instagram.com/inspiringmindsstudio

Aussie Digital Business Systems
Aussie Digital helps senior business/IT leaders and decision makers to
identify areas of revenue/profit leakage in their organization and provide
automation solutions to increase productivity and profitability.
Our expert solutions include eCommerce and website development of:
• eLearning and student management systems
• Online test management systems
• Digital marketing solutions
• IT consulting
• Personal GPS and asset tracking solutions for pets, kids and everyone
For a 10% discount on all services use promo code ENPSADB
ph: Latha Arun 0481 200 752 or 1300 784 249
adbsystems.com.au
la@adbsystems.com.au
facebook.com/adbsys
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT CONTINUED
The Meating House
The Meating House has a passion for creating delicious pies and has been
doing so here in Melbourne for 15 years. Our pies have been awarded as
some of the best in Melbourne many times over the years.
If you are a lover of a good pie, do yourself a favour and try some of our
quality pies. We have a diverse variety and cater to most tastes, including
vegetarian. Our gluten free options include banana bread and brownies.

Simply check out our
awardpies@gmail.com.

menu

below

and

email

your

order

to

Delivery is free with orders of $50 and above and orders below $50 entail a
$5 fee. Delivery is to your door and contactless. Payment via PayPal pre
delivery will be most appreciated.
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