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DIARY DATES
Each Friday 2:15 – 2:30pm
WebEx school assembly
Meeting number: 780 637 920
Password: ENPS

BUDDY PROGRAM
This week, Foundation students have reconnected with their Year Five Buddies!

Friday 26th June
End of Term Two, 2020
Staggered finish times,
no early dismissal
Year Five Snow Camp
** Cancelled **
All other excursions and
camps have been cancelled
or postponed until further
notice

CONTRACTORS
ON-SITE
Please be aware that
from
8am
Saturday
20th June, Environmental
Health Solutions will be
attending
ENPS
to
conduct soil tests around
the junior play space site.
This is being done as
preliminary work for our
Inclusive Sensory Play
Space project.
END OF TERM TWO FRIDAY 26TH JUNE – NO EARLY DISMISSAL
STAGGERED FINISH TIMES AS USUAL

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
I’ve thought a lot about the feel of our school these past two weeks; a bit like that feeling when your whole family is back together
again for the first time in years. That feeling when you have to take a few moments just to breathe it all in. That beautiful feeling of
having all the kids back at home under one roof. There’s a glorious mix of laughter, joy, busyness, warmth and much to catch up on
all bottled together, and it’s just lovely. It’s our Essendon North family and I really think we have all missed each other enormously!
Road Safety – Please do not do U turns
We have been so grateful for the flexibility and understanding of our parent community over the past weeks, however unfortunately
there has been an increase in concerning road behaviours around the school. We ask that you please refrain from doing U turns in
the middle of McCulloch and Gillies Streets. We appreciate it may seem an easier and faster option, however for the sake of a few
extra seconds, the risk posed to our students, staff, crossing supervisor and other cars is completely unnecessary and is very
dangerous. Every morning or afternoon there is a near miss. We ask that you please avoid using local resident driveways to pull
into, or the kiss and drop zones, to do U turns. Keeping everyone safe is a shared responsibility and we don’t want to see anyone
hurt. Thank you.
Staffing
In staffing news, at the end of this term we will also say goodbye to Lynn Slevin-Daly. Lynn has been a member of our Education
Support staff as an integration aide and in the office since the 2017. Lynn has taken leave for the remainder of this term and will
finish up with us from the start of Term Three. We thank Lynn enormously for her contributions to our students, staff and community
and wish her all the very best.
Camps and Excursions
While the Victorian Government has eased restrictions on school camps, gatherings and outings, Department of
Education Operational Guidelines in relation to school camps and excursions, are still to be received. We acknowledge how much
our students look forward to their annual year level camp however we must be guided over the coming weeks and months as to how
camps and excursions will operate moving forward.
Most notably, our Year Five Snow Camp in August has now unfortunately been cancelled. This has been a very difficult decision as
we appreciate how much our students (and staff) look forward to this camp. It was imperative that we maintain the health and safety
of everyone as the priority in our decision making, as well as the financial impact in a very short timeline for the camp to take place.
We are currently working with all of our school camp providers to ascertain the potential and feasibility of camps going ahead for the
remainder of the year and are also very mindful of the financial impact on families at this complex time. At the very least we will aim
to provide a modified or alternative experience to the camp where and when we can.
We hope that our Year Three/Four and Year Two Camps later in the year will not be impacted, however we will also be monitoring
that. We do know that our Year One Sleepover and Foundation Fun Night however will be different this year. Following an
expansive review of our camping program in 2019, it was decided that due to increased student numbers, risk management,
regulations and cost of camps and excursions, our camping program in 2020 has begun a transition to a more financially viable
model for families. In 2020, we will no longer offer a Year One Sleepover at school. Instead, the Year Ones will have a Fun Night
and return home at night. Our Foundation students will instead have a PJ Breakfast and fun day to celebrate the end to their year.
We know that this may be disappointing for many students however feel is this the best outcome for all moving forward.
2021 Enrolments
First round offers have now all been sent out for our 2021 Foundation enrolments. It has been absolutely beautiful to see the
excited little faces of our future students pop in with their acceptance forms this week! We already have 70 enrolments from the
first round within boundary and/or sibling enrolments. Second round offers will be sent out in mid-late June.
Over the coming month more information will be provided to those families regarding our transition program including story time,
parent information evening and orientation sessions.
Last Day of Term Two
Next Friday is our last day of the term – and what a term it has been! Usually on the last day we would run a shortened day with
early finish. Given the complexities of the staggered finish times, we have decided not to do that this term. Instead next Friday will
operate as a usual day with the staggered start and finish time as they currently stand. Instead we will save that extra time for our
early finish on the final day of our school year.

Have a wonderful weekend and great week ahead as we bring what has been a very different and unprecedented Term Two to a
close!
Take care and stay safe.

Kate Barletta
Principal

CULTURAL STUDIES AND LANGUAGES
Congratulations to these students for exceeding expectations in basic Chinese conversation through role play with self made
paper puppets!

1JS

1JS

1JS
NATHAN 1JS

And a big shout out to Nathan H from 1JS for his expertise and assistance in teaching his grade Pinyin and how to use talking
marks in Chinese for correct intonation. Well done Nathan! – Ms Lapira

CAN YOU FIND ACE… ?
Ace the Skateboard is still on a roll!! Somewhere within the pages of this newsletter is a hidden picture of
Ace. Can you find him cruising, kickflipping or popping an ollie? Remember, he could be smaller or larger
than the image shown here!

FOUNDATION NEWS
IT’S GREAT TO BE BACK AT SCHOOL! THREE CHEERS TO OUR FOUNDATION STUDENTS!
Congratulations to all of our amazing Foundation students! We have been so pleased with how remarkably well they have
transitioned back to school life after remote learning. Thank you to the fabulous Foundation families for their efforts and support in
nurturing their child during this time. On the first day back at school we were unsure of what to expect, however, as we stood at
our doors eagerly waiting, our students independently walked from the school gate to their classrooms with the biggest and
happiest smiles of joy. We are so proud of how quickly they have settled back into the school routine and have enjoyed watching
them reconnect with their friends and demonstrate their love of learning. Meeting with their Year Five Buddies this week for the
first time since our return from remote learning was a highlight and a very special moment for everyone. We look forward to the
remainder of 2020, undoubtedly a year of major growth and fun!
– Foundation Team
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FOUNDATION NEWS CONTINUED

YEARS THREE AND FOUR – BECOMING AN ARTWORK

Jay, 3BN
Delicia, 4CB

Lara, 4CB

Abigail, 4JS

Sebastian, 3MP
Noah, 3BN

Atticus, 3MP

Tate, 3MP

Tate, 3MP

Aleyna, 3BN

Michaela, 4SG
Bhavya, 4JS

Rithanyaa, 3MP
Leo, 4SG

Alexi, 4JS

Corrie, 4JS
Liliana, 4CB

Isaac, 4JS
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ENPS HISTORY: DID YOU KNOW…
Last newsletter we took a look back at the 1960s…. This week we take a look back at the 1970s.
The seventies were a time where Essendon North became more of a commercial hub of the local area and outer suburbs of
Niddrie, East Keilor, Airport West and Gladstone Park. Schools began introducing specialist subjects including art and craft, and
library. English lessons were provided after school hours for adults to support the increased migrant community.
In 1970 our school celebrated its fiftieth year and shared the ‘Back To’ birthday celebrations with the opening of a new shelter shed.
The ‘Back To’ party invited past students and staff back to the school, cutting a cake, planting a tree and sharing the history of the
school.
Sporting achievements continued in the 1970s. House Team competition between Dennis, Gordon, Lawson and Paterson remained
a feature and swimming sports were an area of excellence. In October 1973 the new rubber athletic track was opened at Aberfeldie
and District Sports were held there. In 1974 the sports uniform was changed from pink to orange and black. By 1978, this changed
again as orange shirts were not available and a change was made to white shirts with orange and black lettering on a printed t-shirt.
Fundraising continued with the support of the Mothers’ Club. The annual fete and Monday Pie Days continued, and the School Ball
was re-introduced after being replaced in the sixties by a school concert. These events were the main fundraising activities.
Students were trained by Miss Quon for their dances for the School Ball. For $1.50 children would have thirteen lessons with Miss
Quon, get a bus ride to and from rehearsals as well as entry to the ball. On the night of the ball, a bus would take families to and
from Coburg Town Hall. School envelopes were also sent home each year to collect funds to support the school.
In 1975 the first school Spell-a-thon was organised and raised $1280 for the school. The Spell-a-thon continue throughout the
seventies and in 1978, the students raised $1850 and a colour television was purchased and necessary repairs done to the
antenna.
Social Service also continued. Money was raised for the Royal Children’s Hospital, donations were given to ‘handicapped’ children,
and chocolates and cigarettes were purchased and given to long term patients at the Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital.
Easter Hat parades also took place in the seventies. All hats had to be entered two days before the parade and entry cost five
cents. All proceeds went to the Royal Children’s Hospital.
In the early 70s, the grade six children got to experience a two day tour to Swan Hill, while grade four and five students went on
an excursion to Sovereign Hill. In 1974, two teachers, Mrs deMotte and Mr Sheen, took 40 children on a three day tour to
Walhalla and Yallourn. Later in 1977, forty students were selected to go to Tullamarine Airport to welcome Queen Elizabeth and
the Duke of Edinburgh on their arrival in Melbourne. By the late seventies, children from grades four and five got to experience a
four day tour of Bright and the Kiewa Valley. Children from Essendon North were also chosen to perform items at the Essendon
Music Festival.
In 1975 the student toilets were refurbished and staff toilets upgraded. New rooms were added and in 1976 the roof of the main
building was re-tiled.
The Education (School Council) Act was passed in 1975 and School Committees were replaced by School Councils. With this came
increased roles and responsibilities for the School Council. The first School Council election took place in November 1976.
Margaret Theobold was elected the founding President.

In 1976 the first school dental van visited Essendon North. Treatment was available for free to children in prep to grade three. In the
first year of the dental van, 233 children (out of 293) received 1305 fillings and 181 extractions!
Kindergarten to prep transition was seen as an important milestone for children in the seventies. The first orientation program was
introduced and parents were encouraged to participate in the program. An orientation morning also began for grade six students,
visiting their local high school or technical school.
School times went from 9am to 3:30pm each day, except for infant grades who were dismissed at 3:15pm. One day a week
(usually Wednesdays) dismissal was at 3pm to allow for staff meetings, in-service training or parent meetings.
By the late seventies, the Education Department supported and funded programs to encourage parental involvement in their child’s
learning. Parent Clubs were established and parents were welcomed into classrooms for reading support.
In 1978, an agreement was made between the government and local council to fund the supervision of school crossings before
and after school. Mrs Verdi was the first school crossing supervisor from August 1978.

ISSUE #9 PAGE 6

ENPS HISTORY: DID YOU KNOW… CONTINUED
Until the 1970s there was no office or secretarial support to schools. This was all managed by the Principal. In 1973 the first casual
typist was employed. Mrs Doreen Martin took on this role in a semi-permanent capacity shortly after and remained as the school’s
secretary until 1995. It is hard to imagine now how our school would function without the support and endless work of our office
staff. Earlier this year, we had the pleasure of meeting Doreen during one of our Centenary Committee meetings and she shared
many wonderful memories with us of the school.
Each newsletter we will share some of our school’s wonderful history….

Next newsletter find out about the 1980s…
Do you know someone who attended ENPS in the 80s or 90s (perhaps your mum or dad)? Would they like to share
with us what their time was like as a student? If yes, please let us know at essendon.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au!

ANDREW NUNNS SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Dear parents, carers and students,
Lisette, Gary and I had a fantastic time teaching face-to-face for our first
week back last week. We were super impressed with the students and their
online learning from our weekly ISO YouTube videos. We will be
consolidating these lessons in the final weeks of Term Two.

Teaching days:

Please remember, students are required to bring their own guitar, bass,
ukulele picks and drum sticks to lessons. If you own a guitar, bass or ukulele,
bring that to your lesson too. For those without an instrument, the ones at
school will be available to use. All instruments will be sanitised before and
after every class. Hand sanitiser is available in the music room.

Monday: Andrew – Keyboard, Guitar
Tuesday: Gary – Guitar, Bass Guitar, Ukulele,
Singing
Wednesday: Lisette – Keyboard, Singing
Friday: Andrew – Drums

Take care and stay safe.
Cheers, Andrew Nunns, Gary Young and Lisette Payet

CSEF – FUNDING ASSISTANCE
APPLYING FOR CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUNDING (CSEF) ASSISTANCE
Do you hold either of the concession cards?

Parents and carers holding either of these concession cards may apply for $125 per child to use for payments relating to Camp,
Sports and Excursion (CSEF).
Please read the flyer at the end of this newsletter for more information regarding eligibility and assistance, and visit ENPS office
with your concession card and complete your form.
Financial assistance will be allocated to your family’s account and paid towards ENPS camps, sports and excursions held 2020.
All CSEF balances roll over to the new school year. If you would like to check your family statement, please contact the office.

Stay Connected - ENPS Facebook Page and Group
For the socially savvy, make sure you like the Essendon North Primary School Facebook page. This page will be used to promote
the wonderful things are school does.
There is also the Essendon North Primary School Centenary Reunion Facebook group connecting past students and staff, as well
as sharing stories and memories from the past.
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OFFICE NEWS
During these uncertain times we are following the Department of Education guidelines and we thank you for your time and patience
in this matter, we know it will be difficult for everyone.
VISITORS ON-SITE AT ESSENDON NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL INFORMATION (UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE)
• There will not be more than three people (visitors) in the school’s office at any given time. You may be asked to wait outside
until we have ample space in our office for you to enter. When entering the office you will be asked to maintain the 1.5m
distance and use the hand sanitiser provided.
•

Visitors to Essendon North Primary School’s grounds will be limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services
and operations (e.g. student health and wellbeing services, specialist curriculum programs, maintenance workers).

•

If your child needs to be collected from sick bay we will contact you to come and collect your child. Once your child has been
collected we will enter the absence in Compass from the office.

•

Until further notice parent volunteers rostered on in our classrooms will not be able to attend school during this time.

•

Given the current circumstances parents will only be able to enter the school grounds when essential to do so (collecting your
child early because they are sick or have an appointment). Please contact the school by phone or email as required.

STUDENT ABSENCES
Schools are requested by the Department of Education to upload attendance/absence data on a daily basis, this is usually
completed weekly and provided to the Department of Education. Teachers mark their class roll twice a day every day.
It is very important for parents to enter your child/ren’s absence in Compass prior to the school day commencing. Please enter
whether your child is sick or if it is parent choice. Please be aware that if you do not enter your child’s absence on Compass your
child’s teacher will mark the student as unexplained and you will need to update this soon as possible.
The below is applicable for all students from Foundation to Year Six
Please follow the step-by-step instructions on page 9 on how to enter an absence in Compass. If you are unclear on how to
complete this please call the office and we will talk you through this process. It is the parent/carer’s responsibility to enter your
child/ren’s absence on Compass (not the teacher or the office).
INCORRECT ABSENCE ENTRIES
If you have entered a 'holiday' into Compass (prior to travel restrictions), please contact the school office and we will remove the
note for you.
If you have entered an incorrect note (such as 'illness/medial'), please let us know and we will fix this for you in Compass.
FIRST AID
This is a timely reminder to all families to please check that your child/ren’s details below are up to date in Compass:

•
•
•

Medical details
Home address
Contact mobile phone numbers

If you require any changes made to your child/ren’s details, please email the school at essendon.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au
and they will be updated immediately.
If your child requires medication please ensure that you have brought it into the office. You will be required to fill in the medication
administration form for the medication to be administered. If you have taken your child’s medication home during this time please
return the medication to the office upon your return.
COVID-19 INFORMATION FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
• Students experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus (COVID-19), such as fever, cough or sore throat, should be
isolated in an appropriate space with suitable supervision and collected by a parent/carer as soon as possible. Urgent medical
attention should be sought where indicated. It is not suitable for an unwell student to travel home unsupervised.
•

Students who may be experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus (COVID-19), the important actions to follow include
hand hygiene, physical distance and (where possible) putting on a face mask.

•

In the context of schools supporting students with complex health needs, if the care of an unwell child or young person is to be
prolonged (for example, because it will take some hours for a parent to collect a child) and maintaining distance is not practical
when providing direct care, gloves, gown and eye protection could be considered if available.

OFFICE NEWS CONTINUED
•

Face masks should not be used in situations where an individual is unable to safely or practically tolerate a mask (for example,
a child with complex medical needs including existing respiratory needs, and younger children).

•

Health care plans, where relevant, should be updated to provide additional advice on monitoring and identification of the unwell
child in the context of coronavirus (COVID-19).

•

If a staff member is unsure whether a student is unwell, it is advisable in the first instance to contact the parent/carer to discuss
any concerns about the health status of the student, and taking a precautionary approach, request the parent/carer to collect
their child if concerns remain. A trained staff member could take the temperature of the student, where appropriate, to support
decision making. Gloves should be worn for the purpose of taking a temperature.

•

Students experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus (COVID-19) should be encouraged to seek the advice of their
healthcare professional who can advise on next steps. A medical certificate is not required to return to an education setting
after a period of illness, however staff and students should not return until symptoms resolve.

•

Follow cleaning guidance according to the situation of the case. If a student spreads droplets (for example by sneezing,
coughing or vomiting), clean surfaces immediately with disinfectant wipes while wearing gloves

CHANGE OF CLOTHES
A reminder to Foundation and Year One parents that we request that a spare change of clothes is packed in your child’s school
bag ‘just in case’ there is an accident or need to change.
OPEN DAY AND 2021 FOUNDATION SIBLING ENROLMENT
Our Open Day 'virtual tour' of ENPS was uploaded to our school website and can be viewed here. Our enrolment documents are
available both online and at the school office. These can be returned to us in person during the school week between 9am and
3pm, or by email to essendon.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au (by scan or screenshot). For all families who have a student currently
attending ENPS, you must complete the enrolment documentation for their sibling. We request that this information be
provided to us the same as noted above.
Please contact the office on 9379 3979 or at essendon.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au.

COMPASS LOGGING A STUDENT ABSENCE
How do I log my child’s absence?
If you have a holiday coming up, or just want to log one day for medical reasons, we’ll show you how to enter an absence using
your device.

STEP 1: Log into Compass. On your home page, select your child.
STEP 2: Choose the third option on the top bar – “Approvals”.
STEP 3: Choose the big + plus button on the bottom right.

STEP 4: Complete details for your child’s
absence – Reason; Comments; select Dates
and then press “Add Approval”.

If you have any questions, please contact the school office on 9379 3979
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CAR SAFETY

IS YOUR CHILD 145cm TALL?
ARE THEY SAFE TO SIT IN THE FRONT SEAT OF YOUR CAR?
ADULT LAP-SASH SEATBELTS ARE DESIGNED FOR PEOPLE
WITH A MINIMUM HEIGHT OF 145cm!
Car seats save lives. Please take a moment to watch as this short video explains how tall a
child must be to use an adult lap-sash seatbelt, and how to take the five step test to ensure
your child’s safe travel. More important information from VicRoads is detailed below:
Where can children sit in vehicles?
•
•

•

Children under the age of 4 years must only travel in the back seat of a vehicle.
Children aged 4 years old to under 7 years old can only sit in the front seat if all of the
back seats are taken by other passengers under 7 years old. The child must travel in a
booster seat without a top tether strap, because there will be no anchorage points for the
front seat.
Children aged 7 years and over can travel in the front seat. However, research shows
that children under 12 years are much safer travelling in the back seat.

Children grow at different rates and there can be big differences in their heights and
weights. Therefore you can choose the type of restraint that is best for your child's size.
An adult lap-sash seat belt is designed for people with a minimum height of 145cm.
The average child will reach this height between 10 to 12 years of age.

VicRoads (October 2016) Adult lap-sash seatbelt.
www.vicroads.vic.gov.au

Children who are not tall enough to use an adult seat belt can slump into their seat. The lap part of the seat belt is then too high on
their stomach which causes more serious injuries in a crash.
Therefore, it is recommended that your child continues using a booster seat until they have outgrown it. There are some booster
seats available for children up to the age of 10 years.
Everyone travelling in a motor vehicle must be wearing a child restraint, booster seat or seat belt that is properly
adjusted and fastened.
The type of restraint to use depends on the person’s age and size:
•
•
•
•

Children from birth to 4 years must travel in either a rear facing or forward facing child restraint. The type will depend on their
age and size.
Children aged 4 years to under 7 years must travel in either a forward facing child restraint with an inbuilt harness, or a booster
seat.
Children aged 7 years to under 16 years must travel in either a booster seat or a seat belt.
People 16 years and over must travel in an adult seat belt.

Drivers are responsible for making sure that:
•
•

all passengers are wearing seat belts or child restraints correctly.
there is only one person in each seating position and seat belt.

Penalties
The penalties if passengers are caught unrestrained or improperly restrained in
a vehicle include:
•
•

fines and demerit points for the driver, and
fines for passengers aged 16 years and over.

RACV (2020) How to check if your child has outgrown their child restraint.
www.racv.com.au/on-the-road/driving-maintenance/road-safety/childsafety/child-restraints.html

VicRoads. (29 August 2019), Safety & Road Rules/Vehicle safety/Child restraints viewed 18 June 2020. Retrieved from https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/vehicle-safety/childrestraints and https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/vehicle-safety/child-restraints/children-aged-between-7-to-16-years

CAMP AUSTRALIA NEWS
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