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DIARY DATES

RECONCILIATION WEEK

Monday 8th June
Queen’s Birthday public holiday

Over the last week students throughout
ENPS took part in acknowledging the
importance of Sorry Day, Reconciliation
Week, and The Little Long Walk. Children
across
the
school
participated
in
Reconciliation Week in a range of ways –
celebrating Indigenous culture, learning about
Australia’s history and expressing their
understanding of the 2020 theme “In This
Together”. Thank you to the parents,
students and teachers that took part in such a
significant week.

Tuesday 9th June
Years Three – Six return to
school
Each Friday 2:15 – 2:30pm
WebEx school assembly
Meeting number: 780 637 920
Password: ENPS

FSM

All excursions and camps
have been cancelled or
postponed until further
notice
Friday 26th June
End of Term Two, 2020
2CM

Elliot, 3MP
Alexa, 3MP

1VM

1AW
Queen’s Birthday public holiday – Monday 8th June 2020

SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT
Hello everybody, Thomas and Abbey here. This past week has been the last week of remote learning for the Year Three to Sixes
(yay). Next week on Tuesday everybody will be back at school and we will be about 90% normal because of all the different
timetables and lots of different stuff going on around the school. All the Year Sixes are very excited to see what our teachers have
planned for our first day back at school! It will feel strange but it will be so good to see everyone back, but it will be hard to adjust to
it, especially getting up every morning. We would all like to thank the teachers, Mr Blaik, Mrs McKenzie and Mrs Barletta for their
hard work during remote learning. See you all on Tuesday at school next week.
Thomas and Abbey

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
It’s been a quiet two weeks at school in many ways. It is different only having half as
many students and the presence of our Year Three to Sixes has certainly been missed!
Almost eerie at times and yard duty has a different feel too. Strange enough, it is first aid
that seems to notice it most!
The transition back to school for our junior students has been incredibly smooth. While of
course we know it has been a big adjustment for parents to not enter the school grounds,
it must be said that the independence demonstrated by the junior students has been
absolutely amazing. They have all grown in confidence and make their way into school
carrying their own bag, waving goodbye as they head down the path and into school,
then making their way into class and straight away engaging with their learning for the
day! We are so proud of them all.
The staggered drop off and pick up arrangements in place have worked seamlessly. Even with the onset of winter rain this week,
everything still went well. Thanks to everyone for making that work! Our senior students returning Tuesday will test our system out,
however we are optimistic with the spacing of drop off and pick up times, that we will soon be in a good rhythm again.
Please refer to the updated times and the Compass sent out on Wednesday 3rd June.
Our junior and senior school timetables will also begin from next week. Foundation to Year Two have already been running on their
modified timetable over the past two weeks. Year Three will join the modified timetable, while the pre-existing (pre remote learning)
timetable will continue for Years Four to Six. This ensures a structure for separate recess and lunch breaks for students and to
minimise the number of students in the yard at any one time. Not only is this a change for students, but also for staff as yard duty
has undergone a significant change and staff also move to different recess and lunch breaks. We are all learning a new way of
operating!
Reconciliation Week
A wonderful and respectful display was shared last Friday for our recognition of Reconciliation Week, National Sorry Day and the
‘Little Long Walk’. We apologise that the technology let us down, in regards to sharing the videos at our WebEx Assembly,
however we are so incredibly proud of the reflections and very important conversations that took place across this week and
beyond. Acknowledging the past and the wrongs committed against our First Nations people is so important to us at ENPS. We
support our learning community to understand and reflect on the past, to influence our actions and behaviours now and into the
future. We ensure that our curriculum reflects, values, acknowledges and respects all. Check out the front page of today’s
newsletter for more of what that looked like at ENPS!
‘Reconnection to school’ Parent – Teacher Meetings
Thank you to those parents who opted in and made time for our Term Two parent – teacher meetings. While in a very different
format to what we usually do in Term Two, these meetings have provided home group teachers with an important insight and
perspective of their students from the remote learning experience and subsequent return to school. Already the feedback received
has been positive, especially in regards to being more accessible for working parents.

Semester One Reports
Staff are now working hard on compiling modified Semester One student reports. The Department of Education and Training
(DET) have provided all Victorian schools with advice regarding modifications to the Semester One reporting, that takes into
account the limitations on the ability of teachers to accurately assess student progress during the remote learning period.
As a result of this advice, teachers at our school will not be providing a five point scale for curriculum areas (ie: A to E).
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE CONTINUED
It is important to note that the report comment on student achievement will be limited to:

•
•
•

a description of the areas of the Victorian Curriculum F-10 taught
a succinct descriptive assessment of student learning achievement, based on the Achievement Standards in the Victorian
Curriculum F-10
a comment on how the student has adjusted to the remote and flexible learning environment, with reference to the Personal
and Social Capability curriculum.

The end of Semester Two report at the end of the year will have a more informed and accurate assessment of your child’s
progress against the Victorian Curriculum. Your child’s end of Semester One Report will be available on Compass in the final
week of this term.
Staffing
As Geoff Blaik heads into his final week at ENPS and we prepare to say our goodbyes, we congratulate Connor Smith who will
take over until the end of Term Two as Acting Assistant Principal. As our existing whole school Student Wellbeing Leader and
Year Two to Year Six Student Welfare Coordinator, Connor will continue to support student wellbeing and engagement over the
coming weeks. This is particularly important as our senior students transition back to school from eight weeks of remote learning
(and eleven weeks in total away from school.) Connor will also oversee our school’s daily organisation. Connor’s class (6CS) will
be taught by David Harris for weeks 10 and 11 of Term Two. David Harris is a valued member of learning and teaching community
and will work collaboratively with Emma Gallagher and the Year Six team to support continuity of learning.
A process is now also in place for an Acting Assistant Principal position for Term Three and Term Four. We aim to have that
process finalised in the coming weeks to start from the beginning of Term Three.
In other staffing news, we have also said goodbye to Joanna Bovell. Joanna has been our First Aid Officer since the beginning of
the school year. Joanna has taken leave for the remainder of this term and will return to her previous school, Northern School for
Autism, from Term Three. We thank Joanna for her contributions since January and wish her all the very best.
2021 Enrolments
First round offers will soon be sent out regarding our 2021 Foundation enrolments for families within our school boundary and
siblings of current ENPS students. Thank you to our families for getting in any sibling enrolment forms! Enrolment forms can be
downloaded from our ENPS website or available through the office. Second round offers will be sent out in mid-late June.
Year Six – Seven Transition
Thank you to all Year Six families who have returned their secondary school application forms for 2021. The process now is
transferred to the secondary schools with offers expected in mid August.
Returning to School: Years Three – Six
We look forward to our Year Three to Year Six students returning to school on Tuesday. We really are so grateful to our school
community for the continued support. We completely appreciate the impact remote learning has had on our families and
acknowledge and respect just how much time and effort has been put in by parents. Thank you! Our Year Three to Six parents
deserve an extra shout out for the additional two weeks of home learning!
With all students back at school next week, please be assured that our systems and processes
for safety, and to limit the spread of COVID-19, will remain strong and in place. We appreciate
your trust and confidence in us as staff to keep your children safe and get them back into the
routines of learning at school.

Please know that we are closely monitoring student attendance and will make contact with
families where unexplained absences occur.
Wishing everyone a lovely (and well deserved) LONG weekend! Don’t forget that Monday is a
public holiday and we will see EVERYONE back at school on Tuesday! How exciting it will be to
have all our students back!!!
Take care and stay safe.

Kate Barletta
Principal
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BREAKING NEWS FROM YEAR FOUR!
During Home Learning our Year Four students have been learning about Indigenous
culture and Australian history in their Unit ‘Exploration impacted Indigenous culture’.
Last week, the Year Fours learnt about how the Yolŋu people of Arnhem land traded
with people from Makassar tribes. The tribes sailed to the Arnhem land coast regularly
from the Indonesian island of Sulawesi between 1700 and 1907. The students were
surprised to learn that it indeed wasn’t the Dutch, English or French who were the first
visitors to Australia. Click on each student name below to see some of the fantastic
‘Breaking News’ videos!
Abhi from 4CB Rhys from 4EG
Siena from 4SG Leo from 4SG

Eden from 4SG Thenumi from 4EG
Bhavya from 4JS

ANDREW NUNNS SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Dear parents, carers and students,
Lisette, Gary and I all hope you are safe and well. On Tuesday the 9th June we will be returning to ENPS for on-site, face-to-face
learning. We are super excited!!! The music instruments and room have had a thorough clean.
Please remember, students are required to bring their own guitar, bass, ukulele picks and drum sticks and if you own a guitar, bass
or ukulele, bring that to your lesson too. For those without an instrument, the ones at school will be available to use. All instruments
will be sanitised before and after every class.
Teaching days:
Monday: Andrew – Keyboard, Guitar
Tuesday: Gary – Guitar, Bass Guitar, Ukulele, Singing
Wednesday: Lisette – Keyboard, Singing
Friday: Andrew – Drums
Take care and stay safe.
Cheers,
Andrew Nunns, Gary Young and Lisette Payet

Andrew on cleaning duties

SHAKE IT OFF
As a celebration of our return to school, our
incredibly talented staff Shake It Off video was
released at today’s WebEx assembly!
A huge shout out to all involved especially Connor
Smith and Josh Smith for making this happen.
Click here to enjoy the sensational full video!

CAN YOU FIND ACE… ?

GREEN TEAM
This week I have been doing some gardening
around the school. Some other Year Fours
and I have been planting succulents and
doing some weeding. Our maintenance man
Joseph has been bringing plants from his
home. If you have any plants at home that
you don’t use please contact the office.
Siena, 4SG
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Ace the Skateboard is still on a roll!!
Somewhere within the pages of this
newsletter is a hidden picture of Ace. Can
you find him cruising, kickflipping or popping
an ollie? Hint, he could be smaller or larger
than the image shown here!

A DAY IN MAY
On Thursday the 21st of May, we celebrated A Day in May at ENPS. This commemoration is held every year to support the
Children’s Cancer Institute and raise funds to find a cure for cancer. This day is also about remembering Marcus Rosin and
donating funds to the Marcus Rosin Fund which supports the Children’s Cancer Institute. Our celebrations this year looked a
little different but were just as fun!
Some of the activities students and families participated in were:
- A scavenger hunt
- Dress up in yellow
- Spread awareness
- Colour in superhero
- Make yummy yellow treats
Thank you for your support!
Junior School Council

S.T.E.M. (SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, MATHS)

Dear Parents,
During week nine students will be learning some new and exciting maths games. Previously, we had invited our parents into
school for a Family Maths Afternoon, however due to restrictions we plan to run our event remotely.
On Tuesday morning I will be posting on Compass many small fun activities for our students in every year level. These fun
maths games are to be played at home with the whole family. Please spend time playing the games with our students, they will
be knowledgeable of the rules and how the games work. My Compass post will also help explain the games for each year level.
Many thanks and please enjoy playing our fun tasks!
Mr Brenton Logan
S.T.E.M. Learning Specialist

THANK YOU SO MUCH
FOR YOUR AWESOME
STEM ENGINEERING
CHALLENGE ENTRIES!
WE LOOK FORWARD
TO THE NEXT
CHALLENGE!
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ENPS HISTORY: DID YOU KNOW…
Last newsletter we took a look back at the 1950s…. This week we take a look back at the 1960s.
The sixties were a time of more schools opening in the local area which meant student numbers were impacted. In 1960 there were
758 students attending Essendon North State School. Keilor Heights State School opened in 1966 as the last local school to open
its doors. By the late sixties numbers dropped to around four hundred children as more schooling options became available to
parents.
In the sixties, Keilor Road started to commercialise more and in 1964 a flight path for international jets started overhead. Migrant
patterns also changed at this time and more Greek, Italian and English families moved into the area.
A fond memory for many in the 1960s was Monday Pie Day. Pie days were very successful. A group of mothers would heat, sauce
and bag Noon Pies each week from May till September/October. Each Monday at 11am, donuts were sold, and pies and pasties
were sold at lunchtimes. Fresh bread was hard to come by on Monday, as the bakers were closed on Sunday, so Monday was a
very popular pie day!
The Mothers’ Club continued fundraising. Giving envelopes were handed out to families each year, the annual fete continued,
there was an end of year concert and the mothers even signed themselves up for consumer testing as a way to bring in some
additional funds.
A fulltime librarian started in the 1960s, however the library had to be moved to make way for a Male Staff Room.
Music was still popular and the Drum Band, Recorder Band and Choir excelled, taking part in state music competitions. Interschool
debating also started in 1961.
In 1961 the first family picnic to Gisborne was held as a start of year family activity.
The caretaker’s residence onsite was finally demolished in 1962 and the school’s front
garden was remodeled. Joseph actually uncovered evidence of this just last month in
the school’s front garden, dating back to 1964.
A new infant playground was also constructed on the west side of the school.
In 1963 the Headmaster, Mr Nugent proposed that an approved uniform be made
available, however not compulsory. A school uniform committee was set up to select
appropriate materials and patterns. The decision in August 1963 favoured a pink, grey
and white check cord, gingham frock, Butterick Pattern No. 563 with white socks for
girls in summer. In winter girls would wear a grey box pleated tunic, pale grey blouse, a
grey tie, grey socks, black shoes and a grey jumper with school colours at the neck.
The boy’s summer uniform was to be grey shorts, grey shirt and grey socks. For winter
the boys would wear grey trousers, tie and jumper.
In the 1960s S.R.A. Reading Laboratories, number and writing cards, group activities
and Cuisenaire materials were being used in most classrooms. Catering for individual
students became more focused and important.
On Friday morning, there would be a house team competition for Grades Three to Six in
spelling and mental arithmetic. Handwriting was considered important and anyone who
tried to write left handed was forced to change to write with their right hand.
Through the sixties, Essendon North ran a Flower Show in March/April. This included
competitions and exhibitions.
Athletics and sport continued to be a school strength and the school won the Athletics
Shield for the tenth year, had better gymnastics equipment than neighbouring schools
and ‘The Flying Cavals’ were the schools gymnastics group. When monkey bars were
first installed, there was a demonstration group that came over from Essendon State
School to show students how to use the bars. Cricket nets were erected around the
cricket pitches, hurdles and a football inflator were purchased too. The swimming team
even had school swimming caps made.
House sports became an annual event and the four house teams contested for the Duhig Shield just prior to the interschool
competition. Lawson (Yellow), Paterson (Blue), Gordon (Green) and Dennis (Red) were introduced in 1960. Interschool sport
consisted of football, cricket, basketball and rounders, while interschool athletics held at Essendon Football Ground included tunnel
ball (for boys only), crossball (for girls), marching, broad-jump, high-jump, hop-step-jump, running races and relays.

ENPS HISTORY: DID YOU KNOW… CONTINUED
In 1966 money was decimalised and maths became a focus with additional money being spent on maths equipment. However a
greater concern was children sitting on concrete floors and carpet squares and flooring was made a priority.
In 1967 a great change came when a Duplicator was purchased for $170. This meant worksheets could be copied easily for the
first time. Many people still remember the smell!
Throughout 1967, library books were catalogued for the first time too.
In 1968, Essendon North State School was awarded the prize of ‘the most improved school’
(inside and outside) in the school district. Something the staff were very proud of.
Games in the playground during the 1960s included elastics, British Bulldog, hoops, jacks,
cards, marbles and yo-yos. However Grade Six children were still the only ones allowed to
play on the oval at recess and lunch time.
Students in the lower year levels were given a ‘health bag’ which included a bar of soap and
towel. This was carried down to the taps at the toilet block to be used for keeping clean.
Excursions were not common however a tram trip to the Essendon Baths or a school trip (camp) to Somers Camp, HarrietvilleKiewa, Eastern Beach, Mt Beauty or the Snow Trip were always a highlight and something to look forward to. Who doesn’t look
forward to a camp…. some things never change!
Each newsletter we will share some of our school’s wonderful history….

Next newsletter find out about the 1970s

CAMP AUSTRALIA – IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO ENPS
Our services remain open to all families for the contracted OSHC operating hours. However, should our services start to reach
capacity, as per the latest Federal Government advice, we will need to give priority of access to “children of working parents,
vulnerable and disadvantaged children that need early education more than ever and parents with pre-existing enrolments”. Should
parents require Outside School Hours Care, they must visit the Parent Portal to register their current status.
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OFFICE NEWS
During these uncertain times we are following the Department of Education guidelines and we thank you for your time and patience
in this matter, we know it will be difficult for everyone.
VISITORS ONSITE AT ESSENDON NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL INFORMATION (UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE)
• There will not be more than three people (visitors) in the school’s office at any given time. You may be asked to wait outside
until we have ample space in our office for you to enter. When entering the office you will be asked to maintain the 1.5m
distance and use the hand sanitiser provided.
•

Visitors to Essendon North Primary School’s grounds will be limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services
and operations (e.g. student health and wellbeing services, specialist curriculum programs, maintenance workers).

•

If your child needs to be collected from sick bay we will contact you to come and collect your child. Once your child has been
collected we will enter the absence in Compass from the office.

•

Until further notice parent volunteers rostered on in our classrooms will not be able to attend school during this time.

•

Given the current circumstances parents will only be able to enter the school grounds when essential to do so (collecting your
child early because they are sick or have an appointment). Please contact the school by phone or email as required.

STUDENT ABSENCES
Schools are requested by the Department of Education to upload attendance/absence data on a daily basis, this is usually
completed weekly and provided to the Department of Education. Teachers mark their class roll twice a day every day.
It is very important for parents to enter your child/ren’s absence in Compass prior to the school day commencing. Please enter
whether your child is sick or if it is parent choice. Please be aware that if you do not enter your child’s absence on Compass your
child’s teacher will mark the student as unexplained and you will need to update this soon as possible.
The below is applicable for all students from Foundation to Year Six
Please follow the step-by-step instructions on page 11 on how to enter an absence in Compass. If you are unclear on how to
complete this please call the office and we will talk you through this process. It is the parent/carer’s responsibility to enter your
child/ren’s absence on Compass (not the teacher or the office).
INCORRECT ABSENCE ENTRIES
If you have entered a 'holiday' into Compass (prior to travel restrictions), please contact the school office and we will remove the
note for you.
If you have entered an incorrect note (such as 'illness/medial'), please let us know and we will fix this for you in Compass.
FIRST AID
This is a timely reminder to all families to please check that your child/ren’s details below are up to date in Compass:

•
•
•

Medical details
Home address
Contact mobile phone numbers

If you require any changes made to your child/ren’s details, please email the school at essendon.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au
and they will be updated immediately.
If your child requires medication please ensure that you have brought it into the office. You will be required to fill in the medication
administration form for the medication to be administered. If you have taken your child’s medication home during this time please
return the medication to the office upon your return.
COVID-19 INFORMATION FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
• Students experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus (COVID-19), such as fever, cough or sore throat, should be
isolated in an appropriate space with suitable supervision and collected by a parent/carer as soon as possible. Urgent medical
attention should be sought where indicated. It is not suitable for an unwell student to travel home unsupervised.
•

Students who may be experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus (COVID-19), the important actions to follow include
hand hygiene, physical distance and (where possible) putting on a face mask.
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OFFICE NEWS CONTINUED
•

In the context of schools supporting students with complex health needs, if the care of an unwell child or young person is to be
prolonged (for example, because it will take some hours for a parent to collect a child) and maintaining distance is not practical
when providing direct care, gloves, gown and eye protection could be considered if available.

•

Face masks should not be used in situations where an individual is unable to safely or practically tolerate a mask (for example,
a child with complex medical needs including existing respiratory needs, and younger children).

•

Health care plans, where relevant, should be updated to provide additional advice on monitoring and identification of the unwell
child in the context of coronavirus (COVID-19).

•

If a staff member is unsure whether a student is unwell, it is advisable in the first instance to contact the parent/carer to discuss
any concerns about the health status of the student, and taking a precautionary approach, request the parent/carer to collect
their child if concerns remain. A trained staff member could take the temperature of the student, where appropriate, to support
decision making. Gloves should be worn for the purpose of taking a temperature.

•

Students experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus (COVID-19) should be encouraged to seek the advice of their
healthcare professional who can advise on next steps. A medical certificate is not required to return to an education setting
after a period of illness, however staff and students should not return until symptoms resolve.

•

Follow cleaning guidance according to the situation of the case. If a student spreads droplets (for example by sneezing,
coughing or vomiting), clean surfaces immediately with disinfectant wipes while wearing gloves

CHANGE OF CLOTHES
A reminder to Foundation and Year One parents that we request that a spare change of clothes is packed in your child’s school
bag ‘just in case’ there is an accident or need to change.
OPEN DAY AND 2021 FOUNDATION SIBLING ENROLMENT
Our Open Day 'virtual tour' of ENPS was uploaded to our school website and can be viewed here. Our enrolment documents are
available both online and at the school office. These can be returned to us in person during the school week between 9am and
3pm, or by email to essendon.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au (by scan or screenshot). For all families who have a student currently
attending ENPS, you must complete the enrolment documentation for their sibling. We request that this information be
provided to us the same as noted above.
Please contact the office on 9379 3979 or at essendon.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au.

Stay Connected - ENPS Facebook Page and Group
For the socially savvy, make sure you like the Essendon North Primary School Facebook page. This page will be used to promote
the wonderful things are school does.
There is also the Essendon North Primary School Centenary Reunion Facebook group connecting past students and staff, as well
as sharing stories and memories from the past.
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COMPASS LOGGING A STUDENT ABSENCE
How do I log my child’s absence?
If you have a holiday coming up, or just want to log one day for medical reasons, we’ll show you how to enter an absence using
your device.

STEP 1: Log into Compass. On your home page, select your child.

STEP 2: Choose the third option on the top bar – “Approvals”.

STEP 3: Choose the big + plus button on the bottom right.
STEP 4: Complete details for your child’s
absence – Reason; Comments; select
Dates and then press “Add Approval”.

If you have any questions, please contact the school office on 9379 3979.

CSEF – FUNDING ASSISTANCE
APPLYING FOR CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUNDING (CSEF) ASSISTANCE
Do you hold either of the concession cards?

Parents and carers holding either of these concession cards may apply for $125 per child to use for payments relating to Camp,
Sports and Excursion (CSEF).
Please read the flyer at the end of this newsletter for more information regarding eligibility and assistance, and visit ENPS office
with your concession card and complete your form.
Financial assistance will be allocated to your family’s account and paid towards ENPS camps, sports and excursions held 2020.
All CSEF balances roll over to the new school year. If you would like to check your family statement, please contact the office.
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